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Ever wonder what going on the wagon has to do with drinking? Why does extreme behavior take the cake?
And did Americans’ pocket change ever really include wooden nickels? Many of our most intriguing
expressions grew out of once-familiar bits of American culture, the roots of which are now obscure.
Respected linguist Rosemarie Ostler demystifies over 150 of these colorful homegrown figures of speech.
She traces each saying from its first known appearance in print to its place in modern English, uncovering a
host of cultural and historical tidbits along the way.

Homegrown metaphors sprang up on American soil almost as fast as the colonists’ first bean crop. Just as
they learned new farming skills and adjusted to an unfamiliar diet, they shaped their language to fit their new
situation. Expressions like to play possum and bury the hatchet are uniquely American — they would hardly
have made sense in the old country, where possums didn’t exist and where hatchets were used only for
splitting firewood. Ostler explains the rich history of figures of speech that grew out of the landscape and
culture of North America.

Much more than a list of phrases and definitions, Let’s Talk Turkey is a lively and enjoyable exploration of
how Americans developed their own inimitable style of speech. Expressions are arranged by cultural
categories. These include some of our most bountiful sources for metaphor — the great outdoors, business,
entertainment, politics, cops and robbers, food and drink, and doing chores. The thoroughly researched
entries reveal the latest etymological discoveries, along with charming and illustrative quotes.

This entertaining, amusing, and very informative reference book is sure to captivate language lovers of all
ages, as well as anyone fascinated with the byways and back roads of American lore.
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From reader reviews:

Jon McKibben:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have
to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Let's Talk Turkey: The Stories Behind
America's Favorite Expressions book as this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Loren Velasco:

It is possible to spend your free time you just read this book this book. This Let's Talk Turkey: The Stories
Behind America's Favorite Expressions is simple to create you can read it in the playground, in the beach,
train and also soon. If you did not have got much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the
particular e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone.
Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Jeremy Clayton:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Let's Talk Turkey: The Stories
Behind America's Favorite Expressions which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
notice.

Eugene Flowers:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our understanding for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year has been exactly added. This e-book Let's Talk Turkey: The Stories Behind America's Favorite
Expressions was filled with regards to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your
science competence. Some people has various feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how
big selling point of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like right now, many ways
to get book that you just wanted.
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