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The Civil Rights Act of 1964 was the single most important piece of legislation passed by Congress in
American history. It gave the government sweeping powers to strike down segregation, to enforce fair hiring
practices, and to rectify bias in law enforcement and in the courts. The Act so dramatically altered American
society that, looking back, it seems preordained-as Everett Dirksen, the GOP leader in the Senate and a key
supporter of the bill, said, "no force is more powerful than an idea whose time has come.?? But there was
nothing predestined about the victory: a phalanx of powerful senators, pledging to "fight to the death?? for
segregation, launched the longest filibuster in American history to defeat it.

The journey of the Civil Rights Act was nothing less than a moral and political epic, a sweeping tale of
undaunted activism, political courage, historic speeches, backroom deal-making and finally, hand-to-hand
legislative combat. The larger-than-life cast of characters ranges from Senate lions like Hubert Humphrey
and Strom Thurmond to NAACP lobbyist Charles Mitchell, called "the 101st senator?? for his Capitol Hill
clout, and industrialist J. Irwin Miller, who helped mobilize a powerful religious coalition for the bill.
Looming over all was the figure of Lyndon Johnson, who deployed all his legendary skills to steer the
controversial act through Congress.

This critical turning point in American history has never been thoroughly explored in a full-length narrative.
Now, New York Times editor and acclaimed author Clay Risen delivers the full story, in all its complexity
and drama.
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From reader reviews:

Brady Witt:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. To be sure that book is very important usually. The book The Bill of the Century: The Epic Battle
for the Civil Rights Act was making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more
information. It is quite advantages for you. The e-book The Bill of the Century: The Epic Battle for the Civil
Rights Act is not only giving you considerably more new information but also being your friend when you
feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with the
book The Bill of the Century: The Epic Battle for the Civil Rights Act. You never really feel lose out for
everything if you read some books.

Thomas Murray:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get lots of
stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely of
course. People is human not just a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are there when the spare
time coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the particular book you have read is
actually The Bill of the Century: The Epic Battle for the Civil Rights Act.

Diane Worrell:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this The Bill of the Century: The Epic Battle
for the Civil Rights Act book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that may be
understand by anyone who all read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
publishing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still doubt The Bill of the Century: The
Epic Battle for the Civil Rights Act as good book not only by the cover but also through the content. This is
one book that can break don't evaluate book by its cover, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick
this kind of!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to one
more sixth sense.

David Conover:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This particular The Bill of the Century: The Epic Battle for the
Civil Rights Act can give you a lot of good friends because by you checking out this one book you have
issue that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step
for you to get success. This book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't recognize, by
knowing more than different make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let me have The Bill of
the Century: The Epic Battle for the Civil Rights Act.
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