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This extraordinary collection gathers the never-before-seen correspondence of a true American
original—the acclaimed historian and lion of the liberal establishment, Arthur Schlesinger, Jr.
 
An advisor to presidents, two-time Pulitzer Prize winner, and tireless champion of progressive government,
Arthur Schlesinger, Jr., was also an inveterate letter writer. Indeed, the term “man of letters” could easily
have been coined for Schlesinger, a faithful and prolific correspondent whose wide range of associates
included powerful public officials, notable literary figures, prominent journalists, Hollywood celebrities, and
distinguished fellow scholars.
 
The Letters of Arthur Schlesinger, Jr. reveals the late historian’s unvarnished views on the great issues and
personalities of his time, from the dawn of the Cold War to the aftermath of September 11. Here is
Schlesinger’s correspondence with such icons of American statecraft as Harry Truman, Adlai Stevenson,
Hubert Humphrey, Henry Kissinger, Bill Clinton, and, of course, John and Robert Kennedy (including a
detailed critique of JFK’s manuscript for Profiles in Courage). There are letters to friends and confidants
such as Eleanor Roosevelt, John Kenneth Galbraith, Gore Vidal, William Styron, and Jacqueline Kennedy
(to whom Schlesinger sends his handwritten condolences in the hours after her husband’s assassination), and
exchanges with such unlikely pen pals as Groucho Marx, Sammy Davis, Jr., and Bianca Jagger. Finally,
there are Schlesinger’s many thoughtful replies to the inquiries of ordinary citizens, in which he offers his
observations on influences, issues of the day, and the craft of writing history.
 
Written with the range and insight that made Schlesinger an indispensable figure, these letters reflect the
evolution of his thought—and of American liberalism—from the 1940s to the first decade of the new
millennium. Whether he is arguing against the merits of preemptive war, advocating for a more forceful
policy on civil rights, or simply explaining his preference in neckwear (“For sloppy eaters bow ties are a
godsend”), Schlesinger reveals himself as a formidable debater and consummate wit who reveled in
rhetorical combat. To a detractor who accuses him of being a Communist sympathizer, he writes: “If your
letter was the product of sincere misunderstanding, the facts I have cited should relieve your mind. If not, I
can only commend you to the nearest psychiatrist.” Elsewhere, he castigates a future Speaker of the House,
John Boehner, for misattributing quotations to Abraham Lincoln.
 
Combining a political strategist’s understanding of the present moment with a historian’s awareness that the
eyes of posterity were always watching him, Arthur Schlesinger, Jr., helped shape the course of an era with
these letters. This landmark collection frames the remarkable dynamism of the twentieth-century and ensures
that Schlesinger’s legacy will continue to influence this one.

Praise for The Letters of Arthur Schlesinger, Jr.
 
“Schlesinger’s political intelligence in his correspondence is excellent, the level of discourse and purpose
high, the sense of responsibility as keen as the sense of fun. . . . The best letters—and there are many—come
from the typewriter of the public Schlesinger, the fighting liberal, especially when he’s jousting with a
provocative antagonist.”—George Packer, The New York Times Book Review

“Arthur Schlesinger’s letters are full of personal, political, and historical insights into the tumultuous events



and enormous personalities that dominated the mid-twentieth century.”—President Bill Clinton

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Doris Simmons:

The book The Letters of Arthur Schlesinger, Jr. can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the best thing like a book The Letters of
Arthur Schlesinger, Jr.? Wide variety you have a different opinion about book. But one aim this book can
give many facts for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or facts
that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book The Letters
of Arthur Schlesinger, Jr. has simple shape however you know: it has great and big function for you. You
can appear the enormous world by start and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Clifford Jones:

This The Letters of Arthur Schlesinger, Jr. usually are reliable for you who want to be described as a
successful person, why. The reason of this The Letters of Arthur Schlesinger, Jr. can be among the great
books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading food but feed a person with
information that maybe will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it
everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this The Letters of
Arthur Schlesinger, Jr. giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you test of
critical thinking that we know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Debra Davis:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Letters of Arthur Schlesinger,
Jr. reserve written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that can be understand by
anyone who also read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and producing skill
only for eliminate your hunger then you still skepticism The Letters of Arthur Schlesinger, Jr. as good book
not merely by the cover but also from the content. This is one reserve that can break don't ascertain book by
its handle, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading
through sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Nancy Collins:

This The Letters of Arthur Schlesinger, Jr. is new way for you who has interest to look for some information
since it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or you who still
having little bit of digest in reading this The Letters of Arthur Schlesinger, Jr. can be the light food for you
personally because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get through anyone. These books
create itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book application form.
People who think that in book form make them feel tired even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is no in
reading a book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't
miss the item! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and knowledge.
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