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The Trial is actually closer to reality than fantasy as far as the client’s perception of the system. It’s supposed
to be a fantastic allegory, but it’s reality. It’s very important that lawyers read it and understand this.” Justice
Anthony Kennedy famously offered this assessment of the Kafkaesque character of the American criminal
justice system in 1993. While Kafka’s vision of the “Law” in The Trial appears at first glance to be the
antithesis of modern American legal practice, might the characteristics of this strange and arbitrary system
allow us to identify features of our own system that show signs of becoming similarly nightmarish?

           

With Kafka’s Law, Robert P. Burns shows how The Trial provides an uncanny lens through which to
consider flaws in the American criminal justice system today. Burns begins with the story, at once funny and
grim, of Josef K., caught in the Law’s grip and then crushed by it. Laying out the features of the Law that
eventually destroy K., Burns argues that the American criminal justice system has taken on many of these
same features. In the overwhelming majority of contemporary cases, police interrogation is followed by a
plea bargain, in which the court’s only function is to set a largely predetermined sentence for an individual
already presumed guilty. Like Kafka’s nightmarish vision, much of American criminal law and procedure
has become unknowable, ubiquitous, and bureaucratic. It, too, has come to rely on deception in dealing with
suspects and jurors, to limit the role of defense, and to increasingly dispense justice without the protection of
formal procedures. But, while Kennedy may be correct in his grim assessment, a remedy is available in the
tradition of trial by jury, and Burns concludes by convincingly arguing for its return to a more central place
in American criminal justice.
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From reader reviews:

William Sebastian:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold
on guys this particular aren't like that. This Kafka's Law: "The Trial" and American Criminal Justice book is
readable by you who hate those straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable
examining experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The
writer regarding Kafka's Law: "The Trial" and American Criminal Justice content conveys the thought easily
to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just
different as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Kafka's Law: "The Trial" and American Criminal Justice is
not loveable to be your top record reading book?

William Pare:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
can see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to you is
Kafka's Law: "The Trial" and American Criminal Justice this e-book consist a lot of the information in the
condition of this world now. That book was represented how does the world has grown up. The language
styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some analysis when he
makes this book. That's why this book acceptable all of you.

Joanna Bowen:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we would like. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year had been exactly added. This e-book Kafka's Law: "The Trial" and American Criminal Justice was
filled in relation to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific research
competence. Some people has several feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big good
thing about a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like now, many ways to get
book that you just wanted.

James Snider:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from your book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you
actually. From media social just like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference
book, story and comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time
to spread out your book? Or just looking for the Kafka's Law: "The Trial" and American Criminal Justice



when you required it?
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