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Grigorii Aleksandrov’s musical comedy films, created with composer I1saak Dunaevskii, were the most
popular Russian cinema of the 1930s-1940s. Based on studio documents, press materials and interviews with
surviving members of Aleksandrov’sfilm crews, this book presents the untold history of the films, situating
them in the Stalin era, and suggesting new interpretations of individual films.Salys approaches the films from
the standpoint of western criticism, arguing that although Socialist Realism attempted to suppress the genre,
Aleksandrov’ s films consistently preserved the archetypes of American musical, including its comedic
tradition. The book challenges conventional political interpretations, looking instead at how the films
inscribed the Stalin’s myths into the national consciousness, reproducing the dominant ideology, while
hiding it beneath layers of humour. Simultaneoudly, Salys unearths the methods of composer Dunaevskii: the
interplay of music and lyrics with narrative and the encoding of socialist values through fairytale-folklore
and gender, providing audiences with entertainment, escape from the hardships of the everyday and hope for
abetter life. This book asks why these films are considered classics both in Russia and the West, and how
Aleksandrov became a cultural icon, indelibly influencing modern Russian cinema.
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From reader reviews:
Dwayne M oseley:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled The Musical Comedy Films of Grigorii Aleksandrov: Laughing Matters. Try
to make book The Musical Comedy Films of Grigorii Aleksandrov: Laughing Matters as your friend. It
means that it can being your friend when you experience alone and beside associated with course make you
smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you more confidence because
you can know almost everything by the book. So , we should make new experience and aso knowledge with
this book.

Carl Speed:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information currently can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be consider while
those information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously which
one would work to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possihilities will not happen inside you if you take The Musical Comedy Films of Grigorii Aleksandrov:
Laughing Matters as the daily resource information.

Robert Wilkes:

The book The Musical Comedy Films of Grigorii Aleksandrov: Laughing Matters will bring one to the new
experience of reading the book. The author style to elucidate the ideais very unique. In the event you try to
find new book to see, this book very suited to you. The book The Musical Comedy Films of Grigorii
Aleksandrov: Laughing Matters is much recommended to you to study. Y ou can also get the e-book from the
official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Danny Padilla:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with palsis thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Musical Comedy Films of
Grigorii Aleksandrov: Laughing Matters, you may enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still need to
missit? What kind of hang typeisit? Oh can happen its mind hangout people. What? Still don't get it, oh
come on itsidentified as reading friends.
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