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The inspirational story of Welles Crowther, whose decision, determination and sacrifice in the terror
of 9/11 have inspired millions, and whose short life offers a lasting lesson on character, calling, and
courage--in how we live, and in the legacy we choose to leave behind
 
When Welles Crowther was a young boy in Upper Nyack, NY, his father gave him a red handkerchief to
keep in his back pocket, in case he ever needed it. He kept it with him on the way to church that day and
nearly every day after. It was a fixture as he grew up, tucked in jeans or wrapped around his head as he
played lacrosse for Boston College. The bandanna was a signature, long before it became a symbol.
 
Welles was like a lot of us, if just a bit better - an honors student, but not the valedictorian; a Division I
athlete, but not a star; kindhearted but not saintly. He wanted the stuff of a good life and was willing to work
for it. Fresh from college, he came to New York City for a job on Wall Street. His office was on the 104th
floor of the World Trade Center.
 
But Welles wasn't entirely fulfilled by his desk job. He'd grown up volunteering at the local fire department
in Nyack and loved the necessity and camaraderie, the meaning of the role. And so, shortly before 9/11, he
called his father to say he was thinking of quitting finance and applying to be a firefighter with the FDNY.
His father, a fellow banker and volunteer firefighter, was stunned.
 
When the World Trade Center fell, Welles' parents, like the families of so many who were lost in the attacks,
had no idea what happened to him. In the unbearable days and weeks that followed, they came to accept that
he would never come home. But the mystery of his final hours lingered painfully.
 
Eight months after the attacks, however, Welles' mother would read another news account that would yet
again change the family's lives. A survivor from the attacks, who'd been badly hurt on the 78th floor of the
South Tower, said she and others had been led to safety by a stranger, carrying a woman on his back, down
nearly twenty flights of stairs. When the group emerged from the stairwell, firefighters took them the rest of
the way out. But the young man who guided them did not go down. He went back up the stairs, returning to
the 78th floor. He guided another group of survivors into the stairwell. They never asked his name and
couldn’t see his face. But one survivor remembered a single detail clearly: the man was wearing a red
bandanna.  
 
Reading this account, Welles' parents knew they'd found their son. They sent the woman a picture of Welles,
and she confirmed: it was him. The story spread. Welles was posthumously honored as an FDNY fireman,
only the second time in its history the New York City Fire Department had named a civilian to its ranks as an
officially recognized member.

When President Barack Obama spoke at the opening of the 9/11 Museum at Ground Zero, to honor the 2,977
lives lost in the attacks, he chose to tell the story of one life lost: Welles Crowther.
 
Tom Rinaldi's The Red Bandanna is about a fearless choice, about the crucible of terror and the indomitable
spirit to answer it. It travels Crowther's path to purpose and the journey his family has been on in the days
and years since. Examining one decision in the gravest situation, it celebrates the difference one life can



make. It is the story of a new symbol for strength, and how a bandanna has become the red badge of courage
for a new time.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Elvia Wirtz:

In other case, little persons like to read book The Red Bandanna. You can choose the best book if you
appreciate reading a book. As long as we know about how is important a new book The Red Bandanna. You
can add expertise and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, simply
because from book you can understand everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will end up
known. About simple issue until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we could open a
book or searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored to go to the
library. Let's examine.

Robert Carlson:

The book The Red Bandanna can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. Why must we leave a very important thing like a book The Red Bandanna? Wide
variety you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim this book can give many details for us. It is
absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you
could give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book The Red Bandanna has simple shape
however, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by
open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Lucille Daulton:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a reserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to remain than other is
high. For you who want to start reading a new book, we give you this particular The Red Bandanna book as
starter and daily reading book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Silvia Doucet:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than can satisfy
your short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find e-book that need more
time to be study. The Red Bandanna can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you who have
those short spare time problems.
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