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By the time that Queen Victoria ascended the throne in 1837, the list of crimes liable to attract the death
penalty had effectively been reduced to murder. Y et, despite this, the gallows remained a source of
controversy in Victorian Britain and there was a growing unease in liberal quarters surrounding the question
of capital punishment.In this book, James Gregory examines organised efforts to abolish capital punishment
in Britain and the Empire in the Victorian era, focusing particularly on the activities of the Society for the
Abolition of Capital Punishment. The amelioration of the notoriously ‘Bloody Code' of the British state may
have limited capital punishment effectively to asmall number of murderers after 1840 but, despite this,
capital punishment was a matter of perennial debate, from the local arena of school debating societiesto the
‘imperial Parliament’, and atopic to trouble the minds of thoughtful Victorians across the British
world.Drawing on awide range of sources, from pamphlets by abolitionists or their opponents to gallows
broadsides, official inquiries, provincial newspapers, novels and short stories, Gregory studies a movement
acknowledged by contemporariesto be agitating one of the ‘questions of the day’ - challenging asit did
contemporary theology, state infliction of violence, and prevalent ideas about punishment. He explores
important aspects such as: capital punishment debates in the ‘Lex Britannica of British colonies and
dominions, the role of women abolitionists and the class and gendered inflexions to the * gallows question’,
the representation of the problem of capital punishment in Victorian fiction, and the relationship between
abolitionists and the Home Office which exercised the royal prerogative of mercy.While the abolitionism of
Nonconformist reformers such as the Quakers and Unitarians is familiar, Gregory introduces the reader to
the abolitionist debates in Jewish, secularist and spiritualist circles, and explores themes such as the imagined
role of the Queen as ‘fount of mercy’ and the disturbing figure of the hangman. Studying the provincial,
national and international aspects to the movement, Victorians Against the Gallows offers an important
contribution to our understanding of Victorian reform activities, and Victorian culture.
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From reader reviews:
Amy Cason:

What do you concerning book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what your own problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
freetime? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They have to answer that question
simply because just their can do that will. It said that about e-book. Book isfamiliar on every person. Yes, it
isright. Because start from on jardin de infancia until university need this Victorians Against the Gallows
(Library of Victorian Studies) to read.

Daniel Gordon:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept Victorians Against
the Gallows (Library of Victorian Studies) suitable to you? Often the book was written by well-known writer
in this era. The particular book untitled Victorians Against the Gallows (Library of Victorian Studies)is one
of several books that everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many men and women in the world.
When you read this publication you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know before. The author
explained their thought in the smple way, and so all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this
book. This book will give you alots of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of
the world within this book.

Nicholas Sheen:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some peopl e likes reading, not only science book but additionally novel and Victorians Against the Gallows
(Library of Victorian Studies) or maybe others sources were given understanding for you. After you know
how the fantastic a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher
or perhaps students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In other case,
beside science guide, any other book likes Victorians Against the Gallows (Library of Victorian Studies) to
make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Sandra Williams:

As acollege student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students fedl that reading is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful photographs on there. Y eah, it isto be complicated. Book is very important to
suit your needs. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says,



many ways to reach Chinese's country. So, this Victorians Against the Gallows (Library of Victorian
Studies) can make you fed more interested to read.
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