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“May Sarton’s provocative novel is about a wife who has outgrown her husband, and after twenty-
seven year s of marriage decidesthat she has had enough. . . . [Poppy] is altogether believable.” —The
Atlantic

To their close friend Philip, Poppy and Reed Whitelaw’ s marriage appears stable and happy. Their ritual
Sunday tennis matches and dinners are a highlight of hisweek, and the Whitelaws' repartee is an object of
wonder and admiration. But beneath the surface, the marriage has slowly been unraveling for years. An
artist, Poppy feels the weight of time, calculating that she has twenty good years left for her work and little
remaining tolerance for her diminishing marriage. And so, as newscasts about Vietnam and Watergate issue
nightly warnings about the dangers of deceit and delusion, Poppy has decided to leave.

The separation guts Philip, who finds that his investment in the affairs of his friends outweighs his
investment in his own. The relationship between the three friends had often been riven by jealousy, and the
cataclysm of the Whitelaws' separation does little to lessen anxieties roiling beneath the surface. Asthosein
the Whitelaws' orbit struggle to adjust to their new reality, aworld of buried feelings rise inevitably to the
fore.
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From reader reviews:
BesseMorris:

This book untitled Crucial Conversations: A Novel to be one of several books in which best seller in this
year, honestly, that is because when you read this guide you can get alot of benefit oniit. You will easily to
buy this particular book in the book shop or you can order it by means of online. The publisher in this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Touch
screen phone. So thereis no reason to you personally to past this reserve from your list.

Deb Valdez;

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you fedl it? Do you wish to something different
tofill your personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. Thefirst thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want
to consider look for book, may be the reserve untitled Crucial Conversations: A Novel can be fine book to
read. May beit may be best activity to you.

Bertram Staten:

Typically the book Crucial Conversations. A Novel has alot details on it. So when you make sure to read
this book you can get alot of help. The book was written by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some
research ahead of write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can get the point easily after
reading this article book.

Josephine Mares:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting Crucial Conversations: A
Novel that give your fun preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading addiction all over
the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world better then how they react when it comes
to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky person but for all of you
who wants to end up being success person. So, for every you who want to start reading as your good habit,
you may pick Crucial Conversations: A Novel become your starter.
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