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Julia Adeney Thomas turns the concept of nature into a powerful analytical lens through which to view
Japanese modernity, bringing the study of both Japanese history and political modernity to a new level of
clarity. She shows that nature necessarily functions as a political concept and that changing ideas of nature's
political authority were central during Japan's transformation from a semifeudal world to an industrializing
colonial empire. In political documents from the nineteenth to the early twentieth century, nature was
redefined, moving from the universal, spatial concept of the Tokugawa period, through temporal, social
Darwinian ideas of inevitable progress and competitive struggle, to a celebration of Japan as anation
uniquely in harmony with nature. The so-called traditional "Japanese love of nature” masks modern state
power.

Thomas's theoretically sophisticated study rejects the supposition that modernity istheideological antithesis
of nature, overcoming the determinism of the physical environment through technology and liberating
denatured subjects from the chains of biology and tradition. In making "nature" available as a critical term
for political analysis, this book yields new insights into prewar Japan's failure to achieve liberal democracy,
aswell as an alternative means of understanding modernity and the position of non-Western nations within
it.
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From reader reviews:
Antonio Haynie:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become alife style. This
reading behavior give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information
inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want sense
happy read one with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the Reconfiguring Modernity:
Concepts of Nature in Japanese Political 1deology (Twentieth Century Japan: The Emergence of a World
Power) iskind of e-book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Shawn Proctor:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Did you know? Many alot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that's look different you
can read some sort of book. It isrealy fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading a guide. The book Reconfiguring Modernity: Concepts of Nature in Japanese Political
Ideology (Twentieth Century Japan: The Emergence of aWorld Power) it doesn't matter what good to read.
There are alot of those who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. If you did not
have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the actual e-book. Y ou can mQore effortlessly to read
this book from a smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book offers high quality.

Amy Quist:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Aim
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may doesn't
work hereis difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic asin the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer may be Reconfiguring Modernity: Concepts of Nature in Japanese
Political Ideology (Twentieth Century Japan: The Emergence of a World Power) why because the amazing
cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is
usually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this
book.

Annie Resnick:

In this age globalization it isimportant to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
much easier to share. You can find alot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds, book,
and soon. Y ou can observe that now, alot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to your account is Reconfiguring Modernity: Concepts of Nature in Japanese Political



Ideology (Twentieth Century Japan: The Emergence of aWorld Power) this e-book consist alot of the
information on the condition of thisworld now. This book was represented how does the world has grown
up. The vocabulary styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer
made some research when he makes this book. Thisiswhy this book suitable all of you.
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