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The history of western metaphysics from Plato onwards is dominated by the dualism of being and
appearance. What something really is (its true being) is believed to be hidden behind the 'mere appearances'
through which it manifests. Twentieth-century European thinkers radically overturned this foundation. With
Martin Heidegger and Hans-Georg Gadamer came a major step towards taking appearance seriously,
exploring a way of seeing that draws attention back 'upstream', from what is experienced into the act of
experiencing. Understood in this way, perception is a dynamic event, a 'phenomenon', in which the observer
participates. Henri Bortoft guides us through this dynamic way of seeing in various areas of experience -- in
distinguishing things, the finding of meaning, and the relationship between thought and words. He also
explores similarities with Goethe's reflections on the coming-into-being of the living plant. Here, in another
reversal of classical thinking, we find that even in their 'diversity of appeareances', living things are not
separate but in relation. Diversity is the dynamic unity of life itself. Expanding the scope of his previous
book, The Wholeness of Nature, the author shows how Goethean insights combine with the dynamic way of
seeing in continental philosophy to offer us an actively experienced 'life of meaning'. This book will be of
interest to anyone who wants to understand the contribution and wider implications of modern European
thought in the world today.
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From reader reviews:

Gerald Patton:

The book Taking Appearance Seriously: The Dynamic Way of Seeing in Goethe and European Thought
make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable more increase. Book can for
being your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem with your subject. If you can make
reading a book Taking Appearance Seriously: The Dynamic Way of Seeing in Goethe and European
Thought to be your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your
knowledge about a number of or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open up and read a
e-book Taking Appearance Seriously: The Dynamic Way of Seeing in Goethe and European Thought. Kinds
of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think
about this reserve?

Ruth Barr:

What do you about book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you want something to
explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have spare time? What did
you do? Every individual has many questions above. They must answer that question mainly because just
their can do in which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable. Because
start from on pre-school until university need this kind of Taking Appearance Seriously: The Dynamic Way
of Seeing in Goethe and European Thought to read.

Frankie Lampkins:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Taking Appearance Seriously: The Dynamic Way of Seeing in Goethe and European Thought your head will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely might
be your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a e-book then become one type conclusion and
explanation that will maybe you never get prior to. The Taking Appearance Seriously: The Dynamic Way of
Seeing in Goethe and European Thought giving you one more experience more than blown away your head
but also giving you useful facts for your better life within this era. So now let us show you the relaxing
pattern at this point is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning an
activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

John Parish:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You
will observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book that



recommended to your account is Taking Appearance Seriously: The Dynamic Way of Seeing in Goethe and
European Thought this book consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This
particular book was represented how do the world has grown up. The language styles that writer make usage
of to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some investigation when he makes this
book. This is why this book suitable all of you.
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