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In 2003, Lebanese writer Rashid al-Daif spent several weeks in Germany as part of the "West-East Divan"
program, a cultural exchange effort meant to improve mutual awareness of German and Middle Eastern
cultures. He was paired with German author Joachim Helfer, who then returned the visit to al-Daif in
Lebanon. Following their time together, al-Daif published in Arabic a literary reportage of his encounter with
Helfer in which he focuses on the German writer's homosexuality. His frank observations have been
variously read as trenchant, naïve, or offensive. In response, Helfer provided an equally frank point-by-point
riposte to al-Daif's text. Together these writers offer a rare exploration of attitudes toward sex, love, and
gender across cultural lines. By stretching the limits of both fiction and essay, they highlight the importance
of literary sensitivity in understanding the Other.

Rashid al-Daif's "novelized biography" and Joachim Helfer's commentary appear for the first time in English
translation in What Makes a Man? Sex Talk in Beirut and Berlin. Also included in this volume are essays by
specialists in Arabic and German literature that shed light on the discourse around sex between these two
authors from different cultural contexts.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Cockrell:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book.
These are reading whatever they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. What about the
person who don't like studying a book? Sometime, individual feel need book when they found difficult
problem or exercise. Well, probably you will want this What Makes a Man?: Sex Talk in Beirut and Berlin
(Modern Middle East Literature in Translation).

Kim Phillips:

Here thing why this kind of What Makes a Man?: Sex Talk in Beirut and Berlin (Modern Middle East
Literature in Translation) are different and dependable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good but
it depends in the content from it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. What Makes a Man?: Sex
Talk in Beirut and Berlin (Modern Middle East Literature in Translation) giving you information deeper and
different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no book that similar with What Makes a
Man?: Sex Talk in Beirut and Berlin (Modern Middle East Literature in Translation). It gives you thrill
studying journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is might be
can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your method home
by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of What Makes a
Man?: Sex Talk in Beirut and Berlin (Modern Middle East Literature in Translation) in e-book can be your
substitute.

Kathryn Granger:

You are able to spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This What Makes a Man?: Sex Talk in
Beirut and Berlin (Modern Middle East Literature in Translation) is simple to create you can read it in the
park, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not have much space to bring often the printed book, you
can buy often the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart
phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Kelly Edge:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This What Makes a Man?: Sex
Talk in Beirut and Berlin (Modern Middle East Literature in Translation) can be the response, oh how
comes? A fresh book you know. You are so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this fresh era
is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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