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Culture in Camouflage aims to remap the history of British war culture by insisting on the centrality and
importance of the literature of the Second World War. The book offers the first comprehensive account of
the emergence of modern war culture, arguing that its exceptional forms and temporalities force us to
reappraise British cultural modernity.

The book explores how writers like Ford Madox Ford, Siegfried Sassoon, Wilfred Owen, T.E. Lawrence,
Winston Churchill, Elizabeth Bowen, Virginia Woolf, James Hanley, Rex Warner, Alexander Baron, Keith
Douglas, Henry Green, and Graham Greene contested the dominant narratives of war projected by an
enormously powerful and persuasive mass media and culture industry. Patrick Deer reads war literature as
one element in an expanded cultural field, which also includes popular culture and mass
communications, the productions of war planners and military historians, projections of new technologies of
violence, the fantasies and theories of strategists, and the material culture of total war.

Modern war cultures, Deer contends, are defined by their drive to normalize conflict and war-making, by
their struggle to colonize the entire wartime cultural field, and by their claim to monopolize representations
and interpretation of the conflict. But the mobilization of cultural formations during wartime reveals, at times
glaringly, the constitutive contradictions at the heart of modern ideas of culture. The Great War failed to
produce a popular war culture on the home front, producing
instead an extraordinary literature of protest, yet the strategists struggled to regain their oversight over both
the enemy across no man's land, and the minds and bodies of their own mass conscript armies. The interwar
years saw a massive effort to make strategic fantasies a reality; if the technology
of imperial air power or mobile armoured warfare did not yet exist, culture could be mobilized to shore up
the ramshackle war machine. During World War Two a fully fledged British war culture emerged triumphant
in time of national crisis, offering the vision of a fully mobilized island fortress, a loyal empire, and a
modernized war machine ready to wage a futuristic war of space and movement. This was the struggle that
British World War Two writers confronted with extraordinary courage and
creativity.
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From reader reviews:

Brandi Cardoza:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information
inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind
of e-book you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly
feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the Culture in
Camouflage: War, Empire, and Modern British Literature is kind of e-book which is giving the reader
unpredictable experience.

Robert Penrose:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the reserve untitled Culture in Camouflage: War, Empire, and Modern British
Literature can be fine book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Edward Olivieri:

This Culture in Camouflage: War, Empire, and Modern British Literature is brand-new way for you who has
intense curiosity to look for some information since it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you
in it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having small amount of digest in reading this
Culture in Camouflage: War, Empire, and Modern British Literature can be the light food for you personally
because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get through anyone. These books acquire itself in
the form and that is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in
book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading
a e-book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss the
item! Just read this e-book variety for your better life as well as knowledge.

Lorraine Bryant:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but novel and Culture in Camouflage: War, Empire, and Modern
British Literature or others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly amazing a
book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or maybe students
especially. Those ebooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In some other case, beside science



reserve, any other book likes Culture in Camouflage: War, Empire, and Modern British Literature to make
your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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