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I broke your heart. / Now barefoot I tread / on shards.

Such is the elegant simplicity—a whole poem in ten words, vibrating with image and emotion—of the best-
selling Russian poet Vera Pavlova. The one hundred poems in this book, her first full-length volume in
English, all have the same salty immediacy, as if spoken by a woman who feels that, as the title poem
concludes, “If there was nothing to regret, / there was nothing to desire.”

Pavlova’s economy and directness make her delightfully accessible to us in all of the widely ranging topics
she covers here: love, both sexual and the love that reaches beyond sex; motherhood; the memories of
childhood that continue to feed us; our lives as passionate souls abroad in the world and the fullness of
experience that entails. Expertly translated by her husband, Steven Seymour, Pavlova’s poems are highly
disciplined miniatures, exhorting us without hesitation: “Enough painkilling, heal. / Enough cajoling,
command.”

It is a great pleasure to discover a new Russian poet—one who storms our hearts with pure talent and a
seemingly effortless gift for shaping poems.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Tatum Martin:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the reserve entitled If There is Something to Desire: One Hundred Poems. Try to
make book If There is Something to Desire: One Hundred Poems as your pal. It means that it can for being
your friend when you feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is
very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know every
little thing by the book. So , let me make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Laura Crabtree:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of
several ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people. When you
read this If There is Something to Desire: One Hundred Poems, you are able to tells your family, friends and
soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a book.

Debra Espiritu:

The particular book If There is Something to Desire: One Hundred Poems has a lot info on it. So when you
make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was published by the very famous author.
Mcdougal makes some research before write this book. This particular book very easy to read you may get
the point easily after looking over this book.

Darlene Goins:

The book untitled If There is Something to Desire: One Hundred Poems contain a lot of information on this.
The writer explains the girl idea with easy approach. The language is very clear and understandable all the
people, so do not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was published by famous author. The author
will take you in the new era of literary works. You can read this book because you can read on your smart
phone, or program, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-
book, you can open their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice study.
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