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During the heyday of Hollywood's studio system, stars were carefully cultivated and promoted, but at the
price of their independence. This familiar narrative of Hollywood stardom receives along-overdue shakeup
in Emily Carman’s new book. Far from passive victims of coercive seven-year contracts, a number of classic
Hollywood' s best-known actresses worked on a freelance basis within the restrictive studio system. In
leveraging their stardom to play an active role in shaping their careers, female starsincluding Irene Dunne,
Janet Gaynor, Miriam Hopkins, Carole Lombard, and Barbara Stanwyck challenged Hollywood' s patriarchal
structure.

Through extensive, original archival research, Independent Stardom uncovers this hidden history of women’s
labor and celebrity in studio-era Hollywood. Carman weaves a compelling narrative that reveals the risks
these women took in deciding to work autonomously. Additionally, she looks at actresses of color, such as
AnnaMay Wong and Lupe Véez, whose careers suffered from the enforced independence that resulted from
being denied long-term studio contracts. Tracing the freelance phenomenon among American motion picture
talent in the 1930s, Independent Stardom rethinks standard histories of Hollywood to recognize female stars
as crestive artists, sophisticated businesswomen, and active players in the then (as now) male-dominated film
industry.
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From reader reviews:
Matthew Siller:

What do you ponder on book? It isjust for students because they're still students or theitem for al peoplein
the world, what best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't need do that. Y ou must know how great and also important the book Independent Stardom: Freelance
Women in the Hollywood Studio System (Texas Film and Media Studies). All type of book would you see
on many options. Y ou can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Alfred Stevens:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Independent Stardom: Freelance Women
in the Hollywood Studio System (Texas Film and Media Studies) book written by well-known writer we are
excited for well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who read the book. Written
throughout good manner for you, dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your current
hunger then you still uncertainty Independent Stardom: Freelance Women in the Hollywood Studio System
(Texas Film and Media Studies) as good book not just by the cover but also by content. Thisis one book that
can break don't assess book by its handle, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this particular!?
Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional
sixth sense.

Dallas Richardson:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the entire day. Y ou can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, yathink reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Independent Stardom: Freelance
Women in the Hollywood Studio System (Texas Film and Media Studies) which is keeping the e-book
version. So, why not try out this book? Let's notice.

Elaine Sitz:

In this particular erawhich is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
specia than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you are
related isjust spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy alook at some books. Among the books in
the top collection in your reading list is usually Independent Stardom: Freelance Women in the Hollywood
Studio System (Texas Film and Media Studies). This book which is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get
you closer in turning into precious person. By looking up and review this reserve you can get many
advantages.
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