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Why did the language of contract become the dominant metaphor for the relationship between subject and
sovereign in mid-seventeenth-century England? In Wayward Contracts, Victoria Kahn takes issue with the
usual explanation for the emergence of contract theory in terms of the origins of liberalism, with its notions
of autonomy, liberty, and equality before the law.

Drawing on literature as well as political theory, state trials as well as religious debates, Kahn argues that the
sudden prominence of contract theory was part of the linguistic turn of early modern culture, when
government was imagined in terms of the poetic power to bring new artifacts into existence. But this new
power also brought in its wake a tremendous anxiety about the contingency of obligation and the instability
of the passions that induce individual s to consent to a sovereign power. In this wide-ranging analysis of the
cultural significance of contract theory, the lover and the slave, the tyrant and the regicide, the fool and the
liar emerge as some of the central, if wayward, protagonists of the new theory of political obligation. The
result is must reading for students and scholars of early modern literature and early modern political theory,
aswell as historians of political thought and of liberalism.
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From reader reviews:
Samuel Stratton:

Book isto be different for every single grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As
you may know that book is very important for people. The book Wayward Contracts: The Crisis of Political
Obligation in England, 1640-1674 has been making you to know about other know-how and of course you
can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The book Wayward Contracts: The
Crisisof Palitical Obligation in England, 1640-1674 is not only giving you alot more new information but
also being your friend when you truly feel bored. Y ou can spend your own spend time to read your book. Try
to make relationship with the book Wayward Contracts: The Crisis of Political Obligation in England, 1640-
1674. Y ou never truly feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Carol Stripling:

Now aday individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect with the internet
and the resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals
to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Wayward Contracts. The
Crisis of Palitical Obligation in England, 1640-1674 book because this book offers you rich information and
knowledge. Of course the datain this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody
knows.

Ann David:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might haveitin e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This particular Wayward Contracts: The Crisis of Political
Obligation in England, 1640-1674 can give you alot of good friends because by you taking alook at this one
book you have factor that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This specific book
can be one of astep for you to get success. This guide offer you information that probably your friend
doesn't learn, by knowing more than other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let us have
Wayward Contracts: The Crisis of Political Obligation in England, 1640-1674.

Nancy Bowers:

That book can make you to fedl relax. Thiskind of book Wayward Contracts: The Crisis of Political
Obligation in England, 1640-1674 was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. Aswe know that
book Wayward Contracts: The Crisis of Political Obligation in England, 1640-1674 has many kinds or
variety. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and
think you are the character on there. Therefore, not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it makes
you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading that.
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