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The Story of the Negro is a history of Americans of African descent before and after slavery. Originally
produced in two volumes, and published here for the first time in one paperback volume, the first part covers
Africa and the history of slavery in the United States while the second part carries the history from the Civil
War to the first part of the twentieth century. Booker T. Washington was born into slavery, worked menial
jobs in order to acquire an education, and became the most important voice of African American interests
beginning in the latter part of the nineteenth century.

The Story of the Negro is valuable in part because it is full of significant information taken from hundreds of
obscure sources that would be nearly impossible to assemble today. For instance, Washington discusses the
rise of African American comedy with names, places, and dates; elsewhere he traces the growth and spread
of African American home ownership and independent businesses in the United States; and his discussion of
slavery is informed by his own life. Washington wanted African Americans to understand and embrace their
heritage, not be ashamed of it. He explains, as an example, the role of music in the lives of the slaves and
then notes how, nearly a generation later, many African Americans were "embarrassed" by this music and
did not want to learn traditional songs. Washington is able to reflect on the first fifty years of his life
embracing a range of experiences from share-cropping to dinner at the White House. It is just this
autobiographical element that makes the volume compelling.

Washington, with his indefatigable optimism, worked his entire life to achieve equality for African
Americans through practical means. Founder of the first business association (the National Negro Business
League), leader of the Tuskeegee Institute, where George Washington Carver conducted research, and
supporter of numerous social programs designed to improve the welfare of African Americans, Washington
was considered during his lifetime the spokesperson for African Americans by white society, particularly
those in positions of power. This led to criticism from within the African American community, most
notably from W. E. B. Du Bois, who considered Washington too accommodating of the white majority, but it
took Washington's farsightedness to recognize that the immediate concerns of education, employment, and
self-reflection were necessary to achieve the ultimate goal of racial equality.
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From reader reviews:

Nick McAllister:

Beside this The Story of the Negro in your phone, it could give you a way to get more close to the new
knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh in the oven
so don't always be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have
The Story of the Negro because this book offers to you readable information. Do you at times have book but
you do not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in the hand. The
Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want
to miss the idea? Find this book and read it from now!

Darrin Russell:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by world wide web on social media.
You can choose the best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It
is identified as of book The Story of the Negro. You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without leaving
behind the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most essential that,
you must aware about book. It can bring you from one location to other place.

Heidi Montgomery:

Guide is one of source of understanding. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen need book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. By the
book The Story of the Negro we can take more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To become
creative person must like to read a book. Simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't always
be doubt to change your life with this book The Story of the Negro. You can more pleasing than now.

James Waddell:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from your book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled
update of news. In this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for an
individual. From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book,
fresh and comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just in search of the The Story of the Negro when you necessary it?
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