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Since the first atomic bomb was exploded in 1945, a close community of civilian experts, including
scientists, academics, and think-tank intellectuals, has advised the American government on the prospects of
nuclear war. Based on interviews with these experts, as well as hundreds of pages of recently declassified
documents, Counsels of War is the first book to trace in detail the deliberations and shifting
recommendations of the experts on the bomb from Hiroshima to "Star Wars."

Gregg Herken writes about the people whose profession it has been to think about the unthinkable—Robert
McNamara, Paul Nitze, Herman Kahn, Bernard Brodie—including their intense rivalries, personal
animosities, and often contentious relationship with the professional military. He reveals how the influence
of the scientist and strategist has extended well beyond the laboratory and the classroom—in the proposal of
Kennedy's advisers for a nuclear "demonstration" and even a "clever first-strike" against the Russians, for
example. Counsels of War also shatters certain popular assumptions about U.S. nuclear policy. As Herken
points out, while American doctrine stresses "retaliation," U.S. strategists have always planned to "pre-empt"
a Soviet attack.

Herken shows that the lines in the current nuclear debate were actually drawn at the dawn of the atomic age,
and that the experts' technically abstruse arguments have only served to hide from the public the
fundamental, deeply held—and quite subjective—differences at the heart of the debate. Since Hiroshima,
there has been a growing awareness of the peril created by nuclear weapons, yet the crucial questions that
were never adequately addressed in 1945 unanswered today. Given the inability of the experts to confront the
essential dilemma of the nuclear age, Counsels of War calls for a new nuclear debate, one focused on
American rather than Soviet intentions and that seeks an answer to the fundamental, yet still unresolved
question: What are these weapons for?
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From reader reviews:

Yasmin Parker:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing for us
to learn everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person who
don't like reading through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem or
maybe exercise. Well, probably you will require this Counsels of War.

Robert Marshall:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make these survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Yeah, by
reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to remain than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading any book, we give you this particular Counsels of War book as nice and
daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Michael Torres:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of publication you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want sense happy read one
having theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The actual Counsels of War is kind of guide which
is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Anthony Davidson:

Why? Because this Counsels of War is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to
snap the idea but latter it will jolt you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was
fantastic author who all write the book in such incredible way makes the content interior easier to
understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of gains than the other
book have such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking method. So , still want to
hesitate having that book? If I were being you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.
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