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In 1925, F. Scott Fitzgerald produced his third novel, a slim work for which he had high expectations.
Despite such hopes, the novel received mixed reviews and lackluster sales. Over the decades, however, the
reputation of The Great Gatsby has grown and millions of copies have been sold. One of the bestselling
novels of all time, it is also considered one of the most significant achievements in twentieth-century fiction.
But what makes Gatsby great? Why do we still care about this book more than eighty-five years after it was
published? And how does Gatsby help us make sense of our own lives and times?

In Gatsby: The Cultural History of the Great American Novel, Bob Batchelor explores the birth, life, and
enduring influence of The Great Gatsby—from the book’s publication in 1925 through today’s headlines
filled with celebrity intrigue, corporate greed, and a roller-coaster economy. A cultural historian, Batchelor
explains why and how the novel has become part of the fiber of the American ethos and an important tool in
helping readers to better comprehend their lives and the broader world around them.

A “biography” of F. Scott Fitzgerald’s masterpiece, this book examines The Great Gatsby’s evolution from a
nearly-forgotten 1920s time capsule to a revered cultural touchstone. Batchelor explores how this
embodiment of the American Dream has become an iconic part of our national folklore, how the central
themes and ideas emerging from the book—from the fulfillment of the American Dream to the role of wealth
in society—resonate with contemporary readers who struggle with similar uncertainties today. By exploring
the timeless elements of reinvention, romanticism, and relentless pursuit of the unattainable, Batchelor
confirms the novel’s status as “The Great American Novel” and, more importantly, explains to students,
scholars, and fans alike what makes Gatsby so great.
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From reader reviews:

Jean Fuller:

The book Gatsby: The Cultural History of the Great American Novel (Contemporary American Literature)
give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable considerably more
increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem together with your
subject. If you can make studying a book Gatsby: The Cultural History of the Great American Novel
(Contemporary American Literature) to get your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your
capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You may know everything if you like open and
read a e-book Gatsby: The Cultural History of the Great American Novel (Contemporary American
Literature). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do
you think about this e-book?

Jane Garner:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its handle may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as
in the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer might be Gatsby: The Cultural History of the Great
American Novel (Contemporary American Literature) why because the wonderful cover that make you
consider regarding the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content will be fantastic as the
outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Mark Fetter:

You can find this Gatsby: The Cultural History of the Great American Novel (Contemporary American
Literature) by check out the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve difficulty if
you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by simply written or
printed and also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking from
your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information
about your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update.
Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

Shameka Nye:

That publication can make you to feel relax. That book Gatsby: The Cultural History of the Great American
Novel (Contemporary American Literature) was vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we know that
book Gatsby: The Cultural History of the Great American Novel (Contemporary American Literature) has
many kinds or type. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read
and believe that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers
up you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading in which.
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