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The disturbing, forgotten history of America’s experiment with eugenics.

In the 1920s and 1930s, thousands of men and women were sterilized at asylums and prisons across
America. Believing that criminality and mental illness were inherited, state legislatures passed laws calling
for the sterilization of “habitual criminals” and the “feebleminded.” But in 1936, inmates at Oklahoma’s
McAlester prison refused to cooperate; a man named Jack Skinner was the first to come to trial. A colorful
and heroic cast of characters—from the inmates themselves to their devoted, self-taught lawyer—would fight
the case all the way to the U.S. Supreme Court. Only after Americans learned the extent of another large-
scale eugenics project—in Nazi Germany—would the inmates triumph. Combining engrossing narrative
with sharp legal analysis, Victoria F. Nourse explains the consequences of this landmark decision, still vital
today—and reveals the stories of these forgotten men and women who fought for human dignity and the
basic right to have a family.
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From reader reviews:

Gregory Phipps:

The feeling that you get from In Reckless Hands: Skinner v. Oklahoma and the Near-Triumph of American
Eugenics will be the more deep you digging the information that hide inside the words the more you get
interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but In Reckless Hands: Skinner v.
Oklahoma and the Near-Triumph of American Eugenics giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article
writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood through anyone who read the item because
the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This book also makes your current vocabulary increase
well. That makes it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available.
We suggest you for having this kind of In Reckless Hands: Skinner v. Oklahoma and the Near-Triumph of
American Eugenics instantly.

Michael Mitchell:

This In Reckless Hands: Skinner v. Oklahoma and the Near-Triumph of American Eugenics tend to be
reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The key reason why of this In
Reckless Hands: Skinner v. Oklahoma and the Near-Triumph of American Eugenics can be one of the great
books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed you with information
that perhaps will shock your prior knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it just about
everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed people. Beside that this In Reckless Hands:
Skinner v. Oklahoma and the Near-Triumph of American Eugenics giving you an enormous of experience
like rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that could it useful in your day pastime. So , let's
have it and luxuriate in reading.

Gilbert Westmoreland:

The e-book untitled In Reckless Hands: Skinner v. Oklahoma and the Near-Triumph of American Eugenics
is the e-book that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will
be shown to a person. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The
article writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, therefore the information that they share for you
is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of In Reckless Hands: Skinner v. Oklahoma and the
Near-Triumph of American Eugenics from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Fannie Vincent:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this In Reckless Hands: Skinner v. Oklahoma
and the Near-Triumph of American Eugenics guide written by well-known writer who really knows well
how to make book that can be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written inside good manner for
you, leaking every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still uncertainty In
Reckless Hands: Skinner v. Oklahoma and the Near-Triumph of American Eugenics as good book not just



by the cover but also with the content. This is one guide that can break don't assess book by its include, so do
you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense
already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.
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