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This is the story of the fighter mission that changed World War II.
It is the true story of the man behind Pearl Harbor---Admiral Isoroku Yamamoto---and the courageous young
American fliers who flew the million-to-one suicide mission that shot him down.
Yamamoto was a cigar-smoking, poker-playing, English-speaking, Harvard-educated expert on America,
and that intimate knowledge served him well as architect of the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor. For the next
sixteen months, this military genius, beloved by the Japanese people, lived up to his prediction that he would
run wild in the Pacific Ocean. He was unable, however, to deal the fatal blow needed to knock America out
of the war, and the shaken United States began its march to victory on the bloody island of Guadalcanal.
Donald A. Davis meticulously tracks Yamamoto's eventual rendezvous with death. After American code-
breakers learned that the admiral would be vulnerable for a few hours, a desperate attempt was launched to
bring him down. What was essentially a suicide mission fell to a handful of colorful and expendable U.S.
Army pilots from Guadalcanal's battered "Cactus Air Force":

- Mississippian John Mitchell, after flunking the West Point entrance exam, entered the army as a buck
private. Though not a "natural" as an aviator, he eventually became the highest-scoring army ace on
Guadalcanal and the leader of the Yamamoto attack.
- Rex Barber grew up in the Oregon countryside and was the oldest surviving son in a tightly knit
churchgoing family. A few weeks shy of his college graduation in 1940, the quiet Barber enlisted in the U.S.
Army.
- "I'm going to be President of the United States," Tom Lanphier once told a friend. Lanphier was the son of
a legendary fighter squadron commander and a dazzling storyteller. He viewed his chance at hero status as
the start of a promising political career.
- December 7, 1941, found Besby Holmes on a Pearl Harbor airstrip, firing his .45 handgun at Japanese
fighters. He couldn't get airborne in time to make a serious difference, but his chance would come.
- Tall and darkly handsome, Ray Hine used the call sign "Heathcliffe" because he resembled the brooding
hero of Wuthering Heights. He was transferred to Guadalcanal just in time to participate in the Yamamoto
mission---a mission from which he would never return.

They flew the longest over-water fighter mission ever and ambushed and killed Yamamoto. After his death,
the Japanese never won another major naval battle. But the victorious American pilots seemed cursed by the
samurai spirit of the admiral and were tormented for the rest of their lives by what happened that day.
Davis paints unforgettable personal portraits of men in combat and unravels a military mystery that has been
covered up at the highest levels of government since the end of the war.
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From reader reviews:

Marie Gambino:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of various ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more imaginative. When
you reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
Lightning Strike: The Secret Mission to Kill Admiral Yamamoto and Avenge Pearl Harbor, you are able to
tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the
mediocre, make them reading a guide.

Douglas Henry:

Lightning Strike: The Secret Mission to Kill Admiral Yamamoto and Avenge Pearl Harbor can be one of
your beginner books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this publication
has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still
delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to set every word into satisfaction
arrangement in writing Lightning Strike: The Secret Mission to Kill Admiral Yamamoto and Avenge Pearl
Harbor however doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm
resource info that maybe you can be one of it. This great information may drawn you into fresh stage of
crucial contemplating.

Donald Chen:

Many people spending their period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It
okay you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Lightning Strike: The
Secret Mission to Kill Admiral Yamamoto and Avenge Pearl Harbor which is having the e-book version. So
, why not try out this book? Let's see.

Keith Mayo:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a publication. They are directly felt it when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose often the book Lightning Strike: The Secret Mission to
Kill Admiral Yamamoto and Avenge Pearl Harbor to make your own reading is interesting. Your current
skill of reading ability is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make
you enjoy you just read it and mingle the idea about book and looking at especially. It is to be initially
opinion for you to like to wide open a book and go through it. Beside that the reserve Lightning Strike: The



Secret Mission to Kill Admiral Yamamoto and Avenge Pearl Harbor can to be your brand-new friend when
you're feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of their time.
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