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Vasari introduces himself sufficiently in his own prefaces and introduction; a translator need concern himself
only with the system by which the Italian text can best be rendered in English. The style of that text is
sometimes laboured and pompous; it is often ungrammatical. But the narrative is generally lively, full of neat
phrases, and abounding in quaint expressions—many of them still recognizable in the modern Florentine
vernacular—while, in such Lives as those of Giotto, Leonardo da Vinci, and Michelagnolo, Vasari shows
how well he can rise to a fine subject. His criticism is generally sound, solid, and direct; and he employs few
technical terms, except in connection with architecture, where we find passages full of technicalities, often so
loosely used that it is difficult to be sure of their exact meaning. In such cases I have invariably adopted the
rendering which seemed most in accordance with Vasari's actual words, so far as these could be explained by
professional advice and local knowledge; and I have included brief notes where they appeared to be
indispensable. In Mrs. Foster's familiar English paraphrase—for a paraphrase it is rather than a
translation—all Vasari's liveliness evaporates, even where his meaning is not blurred or misunderstood.
Perhaps I have gone too far towards the other extreme in relying upon the Anglo-Saxon side of the English
language rather than upon the Latin, and in taking no liberties whatever with the text of 1568. My intention,
indeed, has been to render my original word for word, and to err, if at all, in favour of literalness. The very
structure of Vasari's sentences has usually been retained, though some freedom was necessary in the matter
of the punctuation, which is generally bewildering. As Mr. Horne's only too rare translation of the Life of
Leonardo da Vinci has proved, it is by some such method that we can best keep Vasari's sense and Vasari's
spirit—the one as important to the student of Italian art as is the other to the general reader. Such an attempt,
however, places an English translator of the first volume at a conspicuous disadvantage. Throughout the
earlier Lives Vasari seems to be feeling his way. He is not sure of himself, and his style is often awkward.
The more faithful the attempted rendering, the more plainly must that awkwardness be reproduced. Vasari's
Introduction on Technique has not been included, because it has no immediate connection with the Lives. In
any case, there already exists an adequate translation by Miss Maclehose. All Vasari's other prefaces and
introductions are given in the order in which they are found in the edition of 1568
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From reader reviews:

Sandy Holiday:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible Lives of the
Most Eminent Painters Sculptors and Architects (Complete)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You
realize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you
agree with the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Mark Wolf:

The experience that you get from Lives of the Most Eminent Painters Sculptors and Architects (Complete) is
a more deep you looking the information that hide inside words the more you get considering reading it. It
does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Lives of the Most Eminent Painters Sculptors and
Architects (Complete) giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in certain
way that can be understood through anyone who read the idea because the author of this e-book is well-
known enough. This kind of book also makes your vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then
can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this
particular Lives of the Most Eminent Painters Sculptors and Architects (Complete) instantly.

Michael Kimbrell:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire all their reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the knowledge
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
skill in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to the book. One of them is this Lives of
the Most Eminent Painters Sculptors and Architects (Complete).

Paul Smith:

The book untitled Lives of the Most Eminent Painters Sculptors and Architects (Complete) contain a lot of
information on the idea. The writer explains your ex idea with easy method. The language is very simple to
implement all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was compiled
by famous author. The author provides you in the new era of literary works. You can read this book because
you can read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you
want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice go through.
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