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Having multiple wives was one of the mainstays of male privilege during the Ming and Qing dynasties of
late imperial China. Based on a comprehensive reading of eighteenth-century Chinese novels and a
theoretical approach grounded in poststructuralist, psychoanalytic, and feminist criticism, Misers, Shrews,
and Polygamists examines how such privilege functions in these novels and provides the first full account of
literary representations of sexuality and gender in pre-modern China.
In many examples of rare erotic fiction, and in other works as well-known as Dream of the Red Chamber,
Keith McMahon identifies a sexual economy defined by the figures of the "miser" and the
"shrew"—caricatures of the retentive, self-containing man and the overflowing, male-enervating woman.
Among these and other characters, the author explores the issues surrounding the practice of polygamy, the
logic of its overvaluation of masculinity, and the nature of sexuality generally in Chinese society. How does
the man with many wives manage and justify his sexual authority? Why and how might he escape or limit
this presumed authority, sometimes to the point of portraying himself as abject before the shrewish woman?
How do women accommodate or coddle the man, or else oppose, undermine, or remold him? And in what
sense does the man place himself lower than the spiritually and morally superior woman?
The most extensive English-language study of Chinese literature from the eighteenth century, this
examination of polygamy will interest not only students of Chinese history, culture, and literature but also all
those concerned with histories of gender and sexuality.
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From reader reviews:

Daria Gertz:

Precisely why? Because this Misers, Shrews, and Polygamists: Sexuality and Male-Female Relations in
Eighteenth-Century Chinese Fiction is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to
snap the item but latter it will distress you with the secret this inside. Reading this book beside it was
fantastic author who have write the book in such wonderful way makes the content within easier to
understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of benefits
than the other book have got such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking technique. So ,
still want to postpone having that book? If I were being you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Howard Joyce:

Misers, Shrews, and Polygamists: Sexuality and Male-Female Relations in Eighteenth-Century Chinese
Fiction can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away
because this publication has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to set every
word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Misers, Shrews, and Polygamists: Sexuality and Male-Female
Relations in Eighteenth-Century Chinese Fiction but doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the
hottest and also based confirm resource info that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great
information can easily drawn you into new stage of crucial thinking.

Nathan Pope:

You could spend your free time to see this book this publication. This Misers, Shrews, and Polygamists:
Sexuality and Male-Female Relations in Eighteenth-Century Chinese Fiction is simple to create you can read
it in the park your car, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the
actual printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the
particular book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this
book.

Marlene Clabaugh:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This reserve Misers, Shrews, and Polygamists: Sexuality and Male-Female Relations in
Eighteenth-Century Chinese Fiction was filled in relation to science. Spend your free time to add your
knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading the
book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can experience enjoy to read a e-book. In the
modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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