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The female voice plays a more central role in Sufi ritual, especially in the singing of devotional poetry, than
in almost any other area of Muslim culture. Female singers perform sufiana-kalam, or mystical poetry, at
Sufi shrines and in concerts, folk festivals, and domestic life, while male singers assume the female voice
when singing the myths of heroines in qawwali and sufiana-kalam. Yet, despite the centrality of the female
voice in Sufi practice throughout South Asia and the Middle East, it has received little scholarly attention
and is largely unknown in the West. This book presents the first in-depth study of the female voice in Sufi
practice in the subcontinent of Pakistan and India. Shemeem Burney Abbas investigates the rituals at the Sufi
shrines and looks at womenOs participation in them, as well as male performersO use of the female voice.
The strengths of the book are her use of interviews with both prominent and grassroots female and male
musicians and her transliteration of audio- and videotaped performances. Through them, she draws vital
connections between oral culture and the written Sufi poetry that the musicians sing for their audiences.
This research clarifies why the female voice is so important in Sufi practice and underscores the many
contributions of women to Sufism and its rituals.
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From reader reviews:

Jane Rich:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yep, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to
take a wander, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled The Female
Voice in Sufi Ritual: Devotional Practices of Pakistan and India? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You
realize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree
with their opinion or you have different opinion?

Bertha Morrison:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or their
own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic inside
park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill
your own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill your no cost
time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to
try out look for book, may be the book untitled The Female Voice in Sufi Ritual: Devotional Practices of
Pakistan and India can be fine book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Jose Weitzman:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get wide
range of stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely sure.
People is human not really a huge robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you have when the
spare time coming to a person of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading
books. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the actual book you have read is The
Female Voice in Sufi Ritual: Devotional Practices of Pakistan and India.

Candace Hernandez:

This The Female Voice in Sufi Ritual: Devotional Practices of Pakistan and India is fresh way for you who
has fascination to look for some information because it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper
you onto it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little bit of digest in reading
this The Female Voice in Sufi Ritual: Devotional Practices of Pakistan and India can be the light food for
you because the information inside that book is easy to get by anyone. These books create itself in the form
which can be reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in
reserve form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading
a book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss that!
Just read this e-book kind for your better life and also knowledge.
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