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In Contract and Consent, the renowned legal historian J. R. Pole posits that legal history has become highly
specialized, while mainstream political and social historians frequently ignore cases that figure prominently
in the legal literature. Pole makes a start at remedying the situation with a series of essays that reintegrate
legal with political and social history. A central theme of the essays is the link between Anglo-American
common law and contract law and American political and constitutional principles. Pole also emphasizes the
political functions of legal institutions in English and American history, going so far as to suggest that we
need to divest ourselves of any notion of the separation of powers. Instead, we need to acknowledge the
historical role of courts, juries, and the common law as agencies of political representation and as
promulgators of law and policy.

Other essays show the implications of independence for American law, and how American political scientists
converted the concept of sovereignty from its authoritarian claims in the eighteenth century into a product of
the political process in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. Although the American colonies made their
own versions of the common law,there was no simple division between "English" and "American" law. But
it was of fundamental importance that an entitled, landed aristocracy was never imported into or allowed to
take root in America, with the result that American law was much simpler than its English counterpart, with
the latter's accretion of esoteric language and procedures.

Having established the basis of Anglo-American legal history in contract and common law in part one, in the
second half of the volume Pole explores various constitutional and legal themes, from bicameralism in
Britain and America and the role of the Constitution in the making of American nationality to the
performance of representative institutions in the century following the American Revolution.
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From reader reviews:

Alan Levin:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or info even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to you is you don't know which one you should start with. This Contract and Consent:
Representation and the Jury in Anglo-American Legal History is our recommendation to help you keep up
with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Ward Beaver:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Contract and Consent:
Representation and the Jury in Anglo-American Legal History, you may enjoy both. It is excellent
combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout
fellas. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Maria Carlin:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside seem likes.
Maybe you answer is usually Contract and Consent: Representation and the Jury in Anglo-American Legal
History why because the wonderful cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not
disappoint a person. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th
sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Marilyn Oxford:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the
library in order to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has
reading's soul or real their pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to
right now there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along
with can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise
word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Contract and Consent: Representation and
the Jury in Anglo-American Legal History can make you feel more interested to read.
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