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Today, black-owned barber shops play a central rolein African American public life. The intimacy of
commercia grooming encourages both confidentiality and camaraderie, which make the barber shop an
important gathering place for African American mento talk freely. But for many years preceding and even
after the Civil War, black barbers endured a measure of socia stigmafor perpetuating inequality: though the
profession offered economic mobility to black entrepreneurs, black barbers were obliged by custom to serve
an exclusively white clientele. Quincy T. Mills traces the lineage from these nineteenth-century barbers to
the bustling enterprises of today, demonstrating that the livelihood offered by the service economy was
crucia to the development of a black commercial sphere and the barber shop as a democratic social space.

Cutting Along the Color Line chronicles the cultural history of black barber shops as businesses and civic
ingtitutions. Through several generations of barbers, Mills examines the transition from davery to freedomin
the nineteenth century, the early twentieth-century expansion of black consumerism, and the challenges of
professionalization, licensing laws, and competition from white barbers. He finds that the profession played a
significant though complicated role in twentieth-century racial politics: while the services of shaving and
grooming were instrumental in the creation of socially acceptable black masculinity, barbering permitted the
financial independence to maintain public spaces that fostered civil rights politics. This sweeping, engaging
history of an iconic cultural establishment shows that black entrepreneurship was intimately linked to the
struggle for equality.
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From reader reviews:
Francis Dawson:

Baook will be written, printed, or highlighted for everything. Y ou can understand everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. Asyou may know that book isimportant thing to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve Cutting Along the Color Line: Black
Barbers and Barber Shopsin Americawill make you to become smarter. Y ou can feel alot more confidence
if you can know about every thing. But some of you think that will open or reading a new book make you
bored. It is not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or
suitable book with you?

Sherman Etheridge:

This Cutting Along the Color Line: Black Barbers and Barber Shopsin Americatend to be reliable for you
who want to be described as a successful person, why. The explanation of this Cutting Along the Color Line:
Black Barbers and Barber Shops in America can be one of several great books you must have is definitely
giving you more than just simple examining food but feed a person with information that probably will shock
your earlier knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your
conditions at e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Cutting Along the Color Line: Black Barbers and
Barber Shops in America giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you demo of
critical thinking that could it useful in your day pastime. So, let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Irving Wile:

The actual book Cutting Along the Color Line: Black Barbers and Barber Shopsin Americawill bring you to
the new experience of reading abook. The author style to explain the ideais very unique. When you try to
find new book to see, this book very suitable to you. The book Cutting Along the Color Line: Black Barbers
and Barber Shops in Americais much recommended to you to see. Y ou can also get the e-book from your
official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Susan Frame:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you may haveitin e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This specific Cutting Along the Color Line: Black Barbers and
Barber Shopsin America can give you alot of pals because by you considering this one book you have issue
that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for
you to get success. Thisreserve offer you information that probably your friend doesn't know, by knowing
more than additional make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? L et me have Cutting Along the Color
Line: Black Barbers and Barber Shopsin America.
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