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One of the key scientific challenges is the puzzle of human cooperation. Why do people cooperate? Why do
people help strangers, even sometimes at a major cost to themselves? Why do people want to punish people
who violate norms and undermine collective interests?

This book is inspired by the fact that social dilemmas, defined in terms of conflicts between (often short-
term) self-interest and (often longer-term) collective interest, are omnipresent. The book centers on two
major themes. The first theme centers on the theoretical understanding of human cooperation: are people
indeed other-regarding? The second theme is more practical, and perhaps normative: how can cooperation be
promoted? This question is at the heart of the functioning of relationships, organizations, as well as the
society as a whole. In capturing the breadth and relevance of social dilemmas and psychology of human
cooperation, this book is structured in three parts. The first part focuses on the definition of social dilemmas,
along with the historical development of scientific theorizing of human cooperation and the development of
social dilemma as a game in which to study cooperation. The second part presents three chapters, each of
which adopts a relatively unique perspective on human cooperation: an evolutionary perspective, a
psychological perspective, and a cultural perspective. The third part focuses on applications of social
dilemmas in domains as broad and important as management and organizations, environmental issues,
politics, national security, and health.

Social Dilemmas is strongly inspired by the notion that science is never finished. Each chapter therefore
concludes with a discussion of two (or more) basic issues that are often inherently intriguing, and often need
more research and theory. The concluding chapter outlines avenues for future directions.
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From reader reviews:

Douglas Barney:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure that book
is very important for us. The book Social Dilemmas: Understanding Human Cooperation seemed to be
making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is rather
advantages for you. The book Social Dilemmas: Understanding Human Cooperation is not only giving you
much more new information but also for being your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your
own spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship using the book Social Dilemmas:
Understanding Human Cooperation. You never really feel lose out for everything in case you read some
books.

Richard Moyer:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specially book entitled
Social Dilemmas: Understanding Human Cooperation your head will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will become your mind friends.
Imaging every word written in a book then become one application form conclusion and explanation which
maybe you never get before. The Social Dilemmas: Understanding Human Cooperation giving you an
additional experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful information for your
better life with this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind
is going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

William McClanahan:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby.
And you know that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. You must know
that reading is very important along with book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to
something by book. Different categories of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is Social
Dilemmas: Understanding Human Cooperation.

Nicole Powell:

Many people said that they feel fed up when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book Social Dilemmas: Understanding Human
Cooperation to make your reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading ability is developing when you
just like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the
feeling about book and reading through especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to start a book and



read it. Beside that the guide Social Dilemmas: Understanding Human Cooperation can to be your new
friend when you're sense alone and confuse using what must you're doing of the time.
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