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Seminar paper from the year 2004 in the subject American Studies - Culture and Applied Geography, grade:
2,7, Johannes Gutenberg University Mainz (Institut für Anglistik und Amerikanistik), course: Main
Differences between British English and American English, language: English, abstract: “Mus tek cyear a de
root fa heal de tree.” This proverb meaning “you need to take care of the root in order to heal the tree” offers
one of many examples of the regional variation of English known as Gullah. This language is as unique as its
speakers combining people of different African tribes, descendants of the British immigrants, or those who
came to America as indentured servants in the early 17th century. Out of this “melting pot,” the Gullah
variation developed – more than just a language or dialect, but a rich culture with a wonderful tradition of
storytelling among other ways of life. Gullah, serving a vital example of original Creole language, revokes a
great interest of the linguists from all over the world.
For years, linguists referred to Gullah as a dialect of Standard English, but in the 1940s, as African-American
linguist Lorenzo Turner researched African languages, it became apparent that Gullah did indeed have its
roots in Africa. Following Turner’s ground-breaking research, numerous other linguists considered an
interest in study of the variation. One such linguist and professor who will be further discussed in this paper
is Salikoko Mufwene, a native speaker of several Bantu languages originating from the Congo. Aside from
the research of Turner and Mufwene, this paper will also explain the origins and history of Gullah, its
phonology, its grammatical structures, and the threats of the extinction of Gullah.
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From reader reviews:

David Pimentel:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem or even exercise.
Well, probably you will need this The Face of an Island: The Gullah Language Variety of the Southern
Coastal Sea Islands.

Teresa Dillard:

The feeling that you get from The Face of an Island: The Gullah Language Variety of the Southern Coastal
Sea Islands could be the more deep you searching the information that hide inside words the more you get
enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but The Face of an Island:
The Gullah Language Variety of the Southern Coastal Sea Islands giving you enjoyment feeling of reading.
The author conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the
item because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This book also makes your vocabulary
increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We recommend you for having this specific The Face of an Island: The Gullah Language Variety
of the Southern Coastal Sea Islands instantly.

Delores Keener:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your
free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want
to attempt look for book, may be the book untitled The Face of an Island: The Gullah Language Variety of
the Southern Coastal Sea Islands can be very good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Raymond Jackson:

It is possible to spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This The Face of an Island: The Gullah
Language Variety of the Southern Coastal Sea Islands is simple to deliver you can read it in the park your
car, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not get much space to bring the particular printed book, you
can buy the particular e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save often the book in your smart
phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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