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Using newly released documents, the author presents an integrated look at American nuclear policy and
diplomacy in crises from the Berlin blockade to Vietnam. The book answers the question why, when the
atomic bomb had been used with such devastating effect against the Japanese Empire in 1945, American
leaders put this most apocalyptic of weapons back on the shelf, never to be used again in anger. It documents
the myopia of Potomac strategists in involving the U.S. in wars of attrition in Korea and Southeast Asia,
marginal areas where American vital interests were in no way endangered. Despite the presence of hundreds,
then thousands of nuclear bombs and warheads in the nation's stockpile, the greatest military weapon in
history became politically impossible to use. And yet overwhelming nuclear superiority did serve its ultimate
purpose in the Cold War. When American vital interests were threatened—over Berlin and Cuba—the
Soviets backed down from confrontation. Despite errors in strategic judgment brought on by fear of
Communist expansion, and in some cases outright incompetence, the ace in the hole proved decisive.
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From reader reviews:
Linda Poteat:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book.
They may be reading whatever they have because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Why not the
person who don't like reading through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found
difficult problem or perhaps exercise. Well, probably you will need this Ace in the Hole: Why the United
States Did Not Use Nuclear Weapons in the Cold War, 1945 to 1965 (Contributions in Military Studies).

Eric Butler:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even
knowledge to make them keep up with the erathat is always change and progress. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by looking at books. It isagood choice for yourself but the problems coming to you is
you don't know which you should start with. This Acein the Hole: Why the United States Did Not Use
Nuclear Weapons in the Cold War, 1945 to 1965 (Contributions in Military Studies) is our recommendation
to make you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Maria Tate:

This Ace in the Hole: Why the United States Did Not Use Nuclear Weapons in the Cold War, 1945 to 1965
(Contributionsin Military Studies) is great book for you because the content and that is full of information
for you who also always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This particular book
reveal it information accurately using great plan word or we can claim no rambling sentencesin it. So if you
are read this hurriedly you can have whole factsinit. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward
sentences but hard core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Ace in the Hole: Why the
United States Did Not Use Nuclear Weapons in the Cold War, 1945 to 1965 (Contributionsin Military
Studies) in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, detailsin it isnot ridiculous 1. We can say that no
guide that offer you world inside ten or fifteen tiny right but this e-book already do that. So, thisreally is
good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt this?

Jose Shepard:

A lot of book has printed but it is unique. Y ou can get it by web on social media. Y ou can choose the most
beneficial book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by searching fromiit. It isidentified as of book
Ace in the Hole: Why the United States Did Not Use Nuclear Weapons in the Cold War, 1945 to 1965
(Contributionsin Military Studies). Y ou can include your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed
book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most crucia that, you must
aware about reserve. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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