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In the Alcestis, the title character sacrifices her own life to save that of her husband, Admetus, when he is
presented with the opportunity to have someone die in his place. Alcestis compresses within itself both
tragedy and its apparent reversal, staging in the process fascinating questions about gender roles, family
loyalties, the nature of heroism, and the role of commemoration.
Alcestis is Euripides's earliest complete work and his only surviving play from the period preceding the
outbreak of the Peloponnesian War. Currently dominant post-structuralist models of Greek tragedy focus on
its 'oppositional' role in the discourse of war and public values. This study challenges not only this politicised
model of tragic discourse but also both traditional masculinist and more recent feminist readings of the
discourse and performance of gender in this remarkable play.
The play survived in the performance repertoire of antiquity into the Roman period. Euripides' version
strongly influenced the reception of the myth through the middles ages into the Renaissance, and the story
enjoyed a lively afterlife through opera. Alcestis' contested reception in the last two centuries charts our
changing understanding of tragedy.
Niall Slater's study explores the reception and afterlife of the play, as well as its main themes, the myth
before the play, the play's historical and social context and the central developments in modern criticism.
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Jones:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled Euripides:
Alcestis (Companions to Greek and Roman Tragedy)? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You know
beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it
has the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Robert Caldwell:

The book Euripides: Alcestis (Companions to Greek and Roman Tragedy) can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the best thing like a book Euripides:
Alcestis (Companions to Greek and Roman Tragedy)? A few of you have a different opinion about reserve.
But one aim this book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer along with
your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; it is possible to
share all of these. Book Euripides: Alcestis (Companions to Greek and Roman Tragedy) has simple shape
but the truth is know: it has great and large function for you. You can appear the enormous world by
available and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Lynnette Jennings:

Here thing why this kind of Euripides: Alcestis (Companions to Greek and Roman Tragedy) are different
and trusted to be yours. First of all examining a book is good but it depends in the content of the usb ports
which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Euripides: Alcestis (Companions to Greek and Roman
Tragedy) giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any reserve out there but
there is no reserve that similar with Euripides: Alcestis (Companions to Greek and Roman Tragedy). It gives
you thrill examining journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing this happened in the world
which is probably can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in playground, café,
or even in your method home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the published book
maybe the form of Euripides: Alcestis (Companions to Greek and Roman Tragedy) in e-book can be your
choice.

Allen Green:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire all their reader with
their story as well as their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write
about the knowledge about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how



to teach your young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always
try to improve their talent in writing, they also doing some study before they write with their book. One of
them is this Euripides: Alcestis (Companions to Greek and Roman Tragedy).
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