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Foucault is one of those rare philosophers who has become a cult figure. Born in 1926 in France, over the
course of his life he dabbled in drugs, politics, and the Paris SM scene, all whilst striving to understand the
deep concepts of identity, knowledge, and power.

From aesthetics to the penal system; from madness and civilisation to avant-garde literature, Foucault was
happy to reject old models of thinking and replace them with versions that are still widely debated today. A
major influence on Queer Theory and gender studies (he was openly gay and died of an AIDS-related illness
in 1984), he also wrote on architecture, history, law, medicine, literature, politics and of course philosophy,
and even managed a best-seller in France on a book dedicated to
the history of systems of thought.

Because of the complexity of his arguments, people trying to come to terms with his work have desperately
sought introductory material that makes his theories clear and accessible for the beginner. Ideally suited for
the Very Short Introductions series, Gary Gutting presents a comprehensive but non-systematic treatment of
some highlights of Foucault's life and thought. Beginning with a brief biography to set the social and
political stage, he then tackles Foucault's thoughts on
literature, in particular the avant-garde scene; his philosophical and historical work; his treatment of
knowledge and power in modern society; and his thoughts on sexuality.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds
of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Garcia:

Do you among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
specific aren't like that. This Foucault: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) book is
readable by means of you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the data here are arrange for
enjoyable reading through experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to offer to
you. The writer connected with Foucault: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) content
conveys prospect easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
written content but it just different available as it. So , do you even now thinking Foucault: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Silvia McElroy:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book especially
book entitled Foucault: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) your mind will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can become your
mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a guide then become one form conclusion and
explanation which maybe you never get just before. The Foucault: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) giving you another experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you
useful information for your better life on this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern the
following is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like
winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Joseph Jackson:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Foucault: A Very Short Introduction (Very
Short Introductions) publication written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that
can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet
every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still skepticism Foucault: A
Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) as good book not just by the cover but also by content.
This is one e-book that can break don't assess book by its protect, so do you still needing one more sixth
sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to
listening to another sixth sense.

Melinda Walton:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is published or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of news.
In this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can



add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
looking for the Foucault: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) when you required it?
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