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More than half a century after its translation into English, Erich Auerbach's Mimesis remains a masterpiece
of literary criticism. A brilliant display of erudition, wit, and wisdom, his exploration of how great European
writers from Homer to Virginia Woolf depicted reality has taught generations how to read Western literature.
This new expanded edition includes a substantial essay in introduction by Edward Said as well as an essay,
never before translated into English, in which Auerbach responds to his critics.

A German Jew, Auerbach was forced out of his professorship at the University of Marburg in 1935. He left
for Turkey, where he taught at the state university in Istanbul. There he wrote Mimesis, publishing it in
German after the end of the war. Displaced as he was, Auerbach produced a work of great erudition that
contains no footnotes, basing his arguments instead on searching, illuminating readings of key passages from
his primary texts. His aim was to show how from antiquity to the twentieth century literature progressed
toward ever more naturalistic and democratic forms of representation. This essentially optimistic view of
European history now appears as a defensive--and impassioned--response to the inhumanity he saw in the
Third Reich. Ranging over works in Greek, Latin, Spanish, French, Italian, German, and English, Auerbach
used his remarkable skills in philology and comparative literature to refute any narrow form of nationalism
or chauvinism, in his own day and ours.

For many readers, both inside and outside the academy, Mimesis is among the finest works of literary
criticism ever written. This Princeton Classics edition includes a substantial introduction by Edward Said as
well as an essay in which Auerbach responds to his critics.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Killough:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they are still students or the item for all people
in the world, what best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great and also important the book Mimesis: The Representation of
Reality in Western Literature (Princeton Classics). All type of book would you see on many sources. You
can look for the internet options or other social media.

Augustus Chase:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled Mimesis: The Representation of Reality in Western Literature (Princeton Classics) the mind will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe not known for but surely can
become your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a book then become one type conclusion
and explanation which maybe you never get just before. The Mimesis: The Representation of Reality in
Western Literature (Princeton Classics) giving you a different experience more than blown away the mind
but also giving you useful info for your better life on this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern at
this point is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning
a. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Ross Turner:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Aim to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its include may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that
fantastic as in the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer is usually Mimesis: The Representation of Reality
in Western Literature (Princeton Classics) why because the wonderful cover that make you consider
regarding the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or
even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

David Hosford:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Mimesis: The Representation
of Reality in Western Literature (Princeton Classics) can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you
know. You are therefore out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a
nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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