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Commemorating the Battle of Karbala, in which the Prophet Mohammad's grandson Hosayn and seventy-
two of hisfamily members and supporters were martyred in 680 CE, isthe central religious observance of
Shi'i Islam. Though much has been written about the rituals that reenact and venerate Karbala, until now no
one has studied women's participation in these observances. This collection of original essaysby a
multidisciplinary team of scholars analyzes the diverse roles that women have played in the Karbalarituals,
aswell asthe varied ways in which gender-coded symbols have been used within religious and political
discourses.

The contributors to this volume consider women as participantsin and observers of the Karbalaritualsin
Iran, Irag, Lebanon, India, Pakistan, and the United States. They find that women's experiences in the Shi'i
rituals vary considerably from one community to another, based on regional customs, personal preferences,
religious interpretations, popular culture, and socioeconomic background. The authors also examine the
gender symbolism within the rituals, showing how it reinforces distinctions between the genders while it also
highlights the centrality of women to the symbolic repertory of Shi‘ism. Overall, the authors conclude that
while Shi'i rituals and symbols have in some ways been used to restrict women's social roles, in other ways
they have served to provide women with a sense of independence and empowerment.
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From reader reviews:
Vicki Shah:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be alife style. Thisreading
behavior give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your information
inside the book thisimprove your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly feel happy
read one having theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual The Women of Karbala:
Ritual Performance and Symbolic Discoursesin Modern Shi'i Islam iskind of book which is giving the
reader capricious experience.

Byron Angle:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name The Women of
Karbala: Ritual Performance and Symbolic Discoursesin Modern Shi'i I1slam suitable to you? The actual
book was written by popular writer in this era. Often the book untitled The Women of Karbala: Ritual
Performance and Symbolic Discourses in Modern Shi'i |slamis the main one of several books which
everyone read now. That book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this publication you
will enter the new age that you ever know before. The author explained their strategy in the smple way,
consequently all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this publication. This book will give you a
wide range of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world in this
particular book.

Mitchell Boone:

Spent afree the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic in the
park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you fedl it? Will you something different to fill your
own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The first
thing you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to test look for book, may
be the e-book untitled The Women of Karbala: Ritual Performance and Symbolic Discourses in Modern Shi'i
Islam can be great book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Carl Vang:

Playing with family in avery park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with palsis thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Women of Karbala: Ritual Performance and Symbolic
Discoursesin Modern Shi'i Islam, you could enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still need to missit?
What kind of hangout type isit? Oh occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its
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