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THE PRIMARY aim of this book is to explain the remarkable rule which regulated the succession to the
priesthood of Diana at Aricia. When I first set myself to solve the problem more than thirty years ago, I
thought that the solution could be propounded very briefly, but I soon found that to render it probable or
even intelligible it was necessary to discuss certain more general questions, some of which had hardly been
broached before. In successive editions the discussion of these and kindred topics has occupied more and
more space, the enquiry has branched out in more and more directions, until the two volumes of the original
work have expanded into twelve. Meantime a wish has often been expressed that the book should be issued
in a more compendious form. This abridgment is an attempt to meet the wish and thereby to bring the work
within the range of a wider circle of readers. While the bulk of the book has been greatly reduced, I have
endeavoured to retain its leading principles, together with an amount of evidence sufficient to illustrate them
clearly. The language of the original has also for the most part been preserved, though here and there the
exposition has been somewhat condensed. In order to keep as much of the text as possible I have sacrificed
all the notes, and with them all exact references to my authorities. Readers who desire to ascertain the source
of any particular statement must therefore consult the larger work, which is fully documented and provided
with a complete bibliography. In the abridgment I have neither added new matter nor altered the views
expressed in the last edition; for the evidence which has come to my knowledge in the meantime has on the
whole served either to confirm my former conclusions or to furnish fresh illustrations of old principles. Thus,
for example, on the crucial question of the practice of putting kings to death either at the end of a fixed
period or whenever their health and strength began to fail, the body of evidence which points to the wide
prevalence of such a custom has been considerably augmented in the interval. A striking instance of a limited
monarchy of this sort is furnished by the powerful mediaeval kingdom of the Khazars in Southern Russia,
where the kings were liable to be put to death either on the expiry of a set term or whenever some public
calamity, such as drought, dearth, or defeat in war, seemed to indicate a failure of their natural powers. The
evidence for the systematic killing of the Khazar kings, drawn from the accounts of old Arab travellers, has
been collected by me elsewhere.[1] Africa, again, has supplied several fresh examples of a similar practice of
regicide. Among them the most notable perhaps is the custom formerly observed in Bunyoro of choosing
every year from a particular clan a mock king, who was supposed to incarnate the late king, cohabited with
his widows at his temple-tomb, and after reigning for a week was strangled.[2] The custom presents a close
parallel to the ancient Babylonian festival of the Sacaea, at which a mock king was dressed in the royal
robes, allowed to enjoy the real king’s concubines, and after reigning for five days was stripped, scourged,
and put to death.
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From reader reviews:

Allison Stiffler:

The book The Golden Bough: A Study of Magic and Religion make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You
can use to make your capable far more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting strain
or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make examining a book The Golden Bough: A
Study of Magic and Religion to get your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your current capable,
increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You can know everything if you like open and
read a e-book The Golden Bough: A Study of Magic and Religion. Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Brian Paige:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Attempt to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its handle may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as
in the outside search likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Golden Bough: A Study of Magic and Religion
why because the amazing cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you
actually. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense
will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Maurice Neely:

You can find this The Golden Bough: A Study of Magic and Religion by visit the bookstore or Mall. Just
simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for your
knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by written or printed but also can you enjoy this
book by means of e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your
publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to
choose suitable ways for you.

Malcolm Thurmond:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book The Golden Bough: A Study of Magic
and Religion to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading proficiency is
developing when you like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the idea
about book and reading through especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open up a book and
examine it. Beside that the reserve The Golden Bough: A Study of Magic and Religion can to be your brand-
new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of this time.
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