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“[A] confident, mystical, expansive project.”—Publishers Weekly

“[D]azzling and timeless . . . focus is so unwaveringly aimed toward the transcendent—not God, but the
beloved—that we seem to slip into a less cluttered time.”—The Virginia Quarterly Review, “Editor’s
Choice”

"Mary Oliver calls him '...a Walt Whitman without an inch of Whitman's bunting or oratory.' In these pages,
he is more nearly a modern-day Rumi. This is not primarily a poetry of image, but of ideas, perfectly
distilled. Orr brings together the monumental themes of love and loss in small, spare, and exquisite koan-like
poems."—ForeWord

"...magnetic poems that open the world of lyrical verse to the larger questions of what is true and timeless."
—The Bloomsbury Review

Gregory Orr continues his acclaimed project on the “beloved” with a lyrical sequence about the joys and
hungers of being fully engaged in life. Through concise, perfectly formed poems, he wakes us to the ecstatic
possibilities of recognizing and risking love. Mary Oliver has called this project “gorgeous,” and said that he
"speaks of the events that have no larger or more important rival in our lives—of our love and our loving."

If to say it once
And once only, then still
To say: Yes.

And say it complete,
Say it as if the word
Filled the whole moment
With its absolute saying.

Later for “but,”
Later for “if.”

Now
Only the single syllable
That is the beloved.
That is the world.

Gregory Orr is the author of ten books of poetry. He teaches at the University of Virginia and lives in
Charlottesville.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Clayton:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a reserve you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways to share
the information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this How
Beautiful the Beloved, you could tells your family, friends and also soon about yours guide. Your knowledge
can inspire different ones, make them reading a reserve.

Erwin Fast:

The actual book How Beautiful the Beloved has a lot details on it. So when you make sure to read this book
you can get a lot of help. The book was authored by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research
before write this book. This book very easy to read you will get the point easily after looking over this book.

Johnny Relyea:

How Beautiful the Beloved can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We all recommend that
straight away because this guide has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in language,
easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The article author giving
his/her effort to put every word into delight arrangement in writing How Beautiful the Beloved although
doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource data that maybe
you can be one of it. This great information can drawn you into completely new stage of crucial imagining.

Andrew Blanton:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you examine a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, due to the
fact book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and soon.
The How Beautiful the Beloved provide you with new experience in studying a book.
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