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The discovery of the tomb of Tutankhamun in 1922 was a landmark event in Egyptology that was celebrated
around the world. Had Howard Carter found his prize a few years earlier, however, the treasures of Tut
might now be in the British Museum in London rather than the Egyptian Museum in Cairo. That's because
the years between World War I and World War II were a transitional period in Middle Eastern archaeology,
as nationalists in Egypt and elsewhere asserted their claims to antiquities discovered within their borders.
These claims were motivated by politics as much as by scholarship, with nationalists seeking to unite citizens
through pride in their ancient past as they challenged Western powers that still exercised considerable
influence over local governments and economies. James Goode's analysis of archaeological affairs in
Turkey, Egypt, Iran, and Iraq during this period offers fascinating new insight into the rise of nationalism in
the Middle East, as well as archaeological and diplomatic history.

The first such work to compare archaeological-nationalistic developments in more than one country,
Negotiating for the Past draws on published and archival sources in Arabic, English, French, German,
Persian, and Turkish. Those sources reveal how nationalists in Iraq and Iran observed the success of their
counterparts in Egypt and Turkey, and were able to hold onto discoveries at legendary sites such as
Khorsabad and Persepolis. Retaining artifacts allowed nationalists to build museums and control cultural
heritage. As Goode writes, "Going to the national museum became a ritual of citizenship." Western
archaeologists became identified (in the eyes of many) as agents of imperialism, thus making their work
more difficult, and often necessitating diplomatic intervention. The resulting "negotiations for the past"
pulled patrons (such as John D. Rockefeller, Jr., and Lord Carnarvon), archaeologists (James Breasted and
Howard Carter), nationalist leaders (Ataturk and Sa'd Zaghlul), and Western officials (Charles Evan Hughes
and Lord Curzon) into intractable historical debates with international implications that still resonate today.
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From reader reviews:

Carmine Adams:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby will be reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you should have this Negotiating for the Past: Archaeology, Nationalism, and
Diplomacy in the Middle East, 1919-1941.

Justin Moore:

This Negotiating for the Past: Archaeology, Nationalism, and Diplomacy in the Middle East, 1919-1941
book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this
book is actually information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting
deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This specific Negotiating for the Past: Archaeology,
Nationalism, and Diplomacy in the Middle East, 1919-1941 without we understand teach the one who
reading it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Negotiating for the
Past: Archaeology, Nationalism, and Diplomacy in the Middle East, 1919-1941 can bring whenever you are
and not make your tote space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even
cell phone. This Negotiating for the Past: Archaeology, Nationalism, and Diplomacy in the Middle East,
1919-1941 having good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Warner Samuels:

This Negotiating for the Past: Archaeology, Nationalism, and Diplomacy in the Middle East, 1919-1941 are
reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The explanation of this Negotiating for the Past:
Archaeology, Nationalism, and Diplomacy in the Middle East, 1919-1941 can be on the list of great books
you must have is usually giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed you with
information that perhaps will shock your previous knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it all
over the place and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Negotiating
for the Past: Archaeology, Nationalism, and Diplomacy in the Middle East, 1919-1941 giving you an
enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we know it
useful in your day action. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Cheryl Steele:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can choose
the most beneficial book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is
named of book Negotiating for the Past: Archaeology, Nationalism, and Diplomacy in the Middle East,



1919-1941. You can include your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it may add your
knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about guide. It can bring
you from one place to other place.
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