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The American urban scene, and in particular New York's, has given us a rich cultural legacy of slang words
and phrases, a bonanza of popular speech. Hot dog, rush hour, butter-and-egg man, gold digger, shyster,
buttinsky, smart aleck, sidewalk superintendent, yellow journalism, breadline, straphanger, tar beach, the
Tenderloin, the Great White Way, to do a Brodie--these are just a few of the hundreds of popular words and
phrases that were born or took on new meaning in the streets of New York.
In The City in Slang, Irving Lewis Allen traces this flowering of popular expressions that accompanied the
emergence of the New York metropolis from the early nineteenth century down to the present. This unique
account of the cultural and social history of America's greatest city provides in effect a lexicon of popular
speech about city life. With many stories Allen shows how this vocabulary arose from city streets, often
interplaying with vaudeville, radio, movies, comics, and the popular songs of Tin Pan Alley.
Some terms of great pertinence to city people today have unexpectedly old pedigrees. Rush hour was coined
by 1890, for instance, and rubberneck dates to the late 1890s and became popular in New York to describe
the busloads of tourists who craned their necks to see the tall buildings and the sights of the Bowery and
Chinatown. The Big Apple itself (since 1971 the official nickname of New York) appeared in the 1920s,
though first in reference to the city's top racetracks and to Broadway bookings as pinnacles of professional
endeavor. Allen also tells fascinating stories behind once-popular slang that is no longer in use. Spielers, for
example, were the little girls in tenement districts who danced ecstatically on the sidewalks to the music of
the hurdy-gurdy men and, when they were old enough, frequented the dance halls of the Lower East Side.
Following the trail of these words and phrases into the city's East Side, West Side, and all around the town,
from Harlem to Wall Street, and into the haunts of its high and low life, The City in Slang is a fascinating
look at the rich cultural heritage of language about city life.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Collins:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve The City in Slang: New York Life
and Popular Speech will make you to become smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know
about every little thing. But some of you think in which open or reading any book make you bored. It's not
make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or ideal book with you?

Tracy Caudle:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you need something to
explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have spare
time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have extra time? What did you
do? Everybody has many questions above. They should answer that question since just their can do this. It
said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from on
kindergarten until university need this specific The City in Slang: New York Life and Popular Speech to
read.

Elaine Harvey:

The City in Slang: New York Life and Popular Speech can be one of your basic books that are good idea.
We all recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary which could increase your
knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article author
giving his/her effort to place every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing The City in Slang: New
York Life and Popular Speech yet doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest in addition to
based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can certainly
drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial contemplating.

Warner Gomez:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this The City in Slang: New York Life and Popular
Speech reserve written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that can be
understand by anyone who else read the book. Written within good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
creating skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still hesitation The City in Slang: New York Life and
Popular Speech as good book not merely by the cover but also through the content. This is one reserve that
can break don't determine book by its handle, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick that!? Oh
come on your studying sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.
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