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Democracy is perhaps the defining characteristic of modern Western society, but even aslate as the
nineteenth century it was often viewed with suspicion by many who saw it as akin to anarchy and mob rule.
It was not until the French and American revolutions of the eighteenth century that electoral democracy
began to gain momentum as a serious force, which was eventually to shape political discourse on abroad,
international scale. Taking as its focus the French Revolution, this book explores how the experiencein
France influenced the emergence of electoral democracy, arguing - contrary to recent revisionist studies -
that it was indeed the progenitor of modern representative democracy. Rejecting the revisionist semiotic
approach to poalitical culture; it instead adopts a definition emphasizing the shared values that govern
political behavior, arguing that the Revolution's essential contribution to modern political cultureisits
concept of citizenship, embracing widespread political participation. In a broader sense, the book studies the
grass-roots democracy, focusing on participation in the primary and secondary electoral assemblies. Itis
primarily concerned with electoral behavior and practices: how can we explain the electoral process and its
results? It analyzes electoral procedures and practices, and voter turnout, based on extensive quantitative
data. While focused on political history, this work also examines political sociology, giving careful attention
to the occupational composition of elected officials. While acknowledging the demacratic shortcomings of
the French Revolution (the absence of political parties, electoral campaigns, and declared candidates), the
book&™s comprehensive study of revolutionary el ections concludes that, together with its American
counterpart, the French Revolution did indeed give birth to modern electoral democracy. As such, this book
is essential reading for historians, political scientists, sociologists and readers interested in the origin of
modern liberal democracy.
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From reader reviews:
Scott Seward:

The book The French Revolution and the Birth of Electoral Democracy make you feel enjoy for your spare
time. Y ou can use to make your capable alot more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you
getting anxiety or having big problem with the subject. If you can make examining a book The French
Revolution and the Birth of Electoral Democracy to be your habit, you can get more advantages, like add
your current capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. Y ou may know everything if
you like open and read a e-book The French Revolution and the Birth of Electoral Democracy. Kinds of
book are alot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other folks. So, how do you think
about this e-book?

David Stephenson:

Book isto be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As we know
that book is very important for people. The book The French Revolution and the Birth of Electoral
Democracy seemed to be making you to know about other information and of course you can take more
information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The reserve The French Revolution and the Birth of
Electoral Democracy is not only giving you more new information but also to become your friend when you
feel bored. Y ou can spend your own spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship while using
book The French Revolution and the Birth of Electoral Democracy. Y ou never experience lose out for
everything if you read some books.

Ross Adams:

The reserve with title The French Revolution and the Birth of Electoral Democracy has ot of information
that you can study it. You can get alot of gain after read this book. This particular book exist new knowledge
the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world currently. That is
important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you inside new era
of the the positive effect. Y ou can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere
you want.

William Sanchez:

A lot of people aways spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Do you know? Many alot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that is ook different you can read
anew book. Itisreally fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the entire day to
reading areserve. The book The French Revolution and the Birth of Electoral Democracy it doesn't matter
what good to read. There are alot of those who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this
book. Should you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy typically the e-book. Y ou can



mOore easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book features high
quality.
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