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This volume of specially commissioned original essays presents the thoughts of some of the most
distinguished commentators within the American academy on the fundamental changes that have taken place
in the humanities in the latter part of the twentieth century. In the transformation of American higher
education from the university to the "demoversity," the humanities have become a less and less important
part of education, a matter established by a statistical appendix and elaborated on in several of the essays.
The individual essays offer close observations into how the humanities have been affected by declining
academic status, by demographic shifts, by reductions in financial support, and by changing communication
technology. They also explore the effect of these forces on books, libraries, and the phenomenology of
reading in the age of images. When basic conditions change, theory follows, and several essays trace the
appearance and effect of new relativistic epistemologies in the humanities. Social institutions change as well
in such circumstances, and the volume concludes with studies of the new social arrangements that have
developed in the humanities in recent years: the attack on professionalism and the effort to transform the
humanities into the social conscience of academia and even of the nation as a whole.

Cause and effect? Who can say? What the essays make clear, however, is that as the humanities have
become less significant in American higher education, they have also been the scene of unusually energetic
pedagogical, social, and intellectual changes.

The contributors to the volume are David Bromwich, John D'Arms, Denis Donoghue, Carla Hesse, Gertrude
Himmelfarb, Lynn Hunt, Frank Kermode, Louis Menand, Francis Oakley, Christopher Ricks, and Margery
Sabin. Included is a substantial introduction by Alvin Kernan and an appendix of tables and figures showing
baccalaureate and doctoral degrees over the years in various types of schools.

Originally published in 1997.

The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make available
previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These paperback
editions preserve the original texts of these important books while presenting them in durable paperback
editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage
found in the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
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From reader reviews:

Katie Doll:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or even goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are
reading whatever they have because their hobby is actually reading a book. Think about the person who don't
like studying a book? Sometime, man feel need book if they found difficult problem as well as exercise.
Well, probably you will want this What's Happened to the Humanities?.

James Daniels:

The particular book What's Happened to the Humanities? has a lot info on it. So when you make sure to read
this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was written by the very famous author. Tom makes some
research previous to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you will get the point easily after
reading this book.

Rosa Rodriguez:

In this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you should do is
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of several books in
the top collection in your reading list will be What's Happened to the Humanities?. This book which is
qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking upwards
and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Eun Christensen:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of news. With this modern
era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social including newspaper,
magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add your understanding
by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just looking for the What's
Happened to the Humanities? when you desired it?
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