Google Drive

Atomic America: How a Deadly Explosion and a
Feared Admiral Changed the Course of Nuclear
History

Todd Tucker

Download now

Click hereif your download doesn"t start automatically


http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=B001UFP4NW
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=B001UFP4NW
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=B001UFP4NW

Atomic America: How a Deadly Explosion and a Feared
Admiral Changed the Course of Nuclear History

Todd Tucker

Atomic America: How a Deadly Explosion and a Feared Admiral Changed the Cour se of Nuclear
History Todd Tucker

On January 3, 1961, nuclear reactor SL-1 exploded in rural 1daho, spreading radioactive contamination over
thousands of acres and killing three men: John Byrnes, Richard McKinley, and Richard Legg. The Army
blamed "human error" and a sordid love triangle. Though it has been overshadowed by the accident at Three
Milelsland, SL-1 isthe only fatal nuclear reactor incident in American history, and it holds serious lessons
for a nation poised to embrace nuclear energy once again.

Historian Todd Tucker, who first heard the rumors about the Idaho Falls explosion as atrainee in the Navy's
nuclear program, suspected there was more to the accident than the rumors suggested. Poring over hundreds
of pages of primary sources and interviewing the surviving players led him to atale of shocking negligence
and subterfuge. The Army and its contractors had deliberately obscured the true causes of thisterrible
accident, the result of poor engineering as much as uncontrolled passions. A bigger story opened up before
him about the frantic race for nuclear power among the Army, the Navy, and the Air Force -- arace that
started almost the moment the nuclear bombs were dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

The National Reactor Testing Station (NRTS), where the meltdown occurred, had been a proving ground
where engineers, generals, and admiral s attempted to make real the Atomic Age dream of unlimited power.
Some of their most ambitious plans bore fruit -- like that of the nation's unofficial nuclear patriarch, Admiral
Rickover, whose "true submarine,”" the USS Nautilus, would forever change naval warfare. Others, like the
Air Force's billion dollar quest for a nuclear-powered airplane, never came close. The Army's ultimate goal
was to construct small, portable reactors to power the Arctic bases that functioned as sentinels against a
Soviet sneak attack. At the height of its program, the Army actually constructed a nuclear powered city
inside aglacier in Greenland. But with the meltdown in Idaho came the end of the Army's program and the
beginning of the Navy's longstanding monopoly on military nuclear power. The dream of miniaturized,
portable nuclear plants died with McKinley, Legg, and Byrnes.

The demand for clean energy has revived the American nuclear power industry. Chronic instability in the
Middle East and fears of global warming have united an unlikely coalition of conservative isolationists and
fretful environmentalists, all of whom are fighting for a buildup of the emission-free power source that is
aready quietly responsible for nearly 20 percent of the American energy supply. More than a hundred
nuclear plants generate electricity in the United States today. Thirty-two new reactors are planned. All are
descendants of SL-1. With so many plants in operation, and so many more on the way, it is vitally important
to examine the dangers of poor design, poor management, and the idea that a nuclear power plant can be
inherently safe. Tucker sets the record straight in this fast-paced narrative history, advocating caution and
accountability in harnessing this feared power source.
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From reader reviews:
Kathryn Sheffield:

Book isto be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important for all of us. The book Atomic America: How a Deadly Explosion and a Feared
Admiral Changed the Course of Nuclear History had been making you to know about other know-how and
of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The guide Atomic America: How a
Deadly Explosion and a Feared Admiral Changed the Course of Nuclear History is not only giving you more
new information but also for being your friend when you truly feel bored. Y ou can spend your current spend
time to read your book. Try to make relationship while using book Atomic Americac How a Deadly
Explosion and a Feared Admiral Changed the Course of Nuclear History. Y ou never really feel lose out for
everything if you read some books.

Margarito Rone:

This Atomic America. How a Deadly Explosion and a Feared Admiral Changed the Course of Nuclear
History are generally reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The reason why of this
Atomic America. How a Deadly Explosion and a Feared Admiral Changed the Course of Nuclear History
can be among the great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple examining food but
feed anyone with information that probably will shock your previous knowledge. This book is definitely
handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed people. Beside
that this Atomic America: How a Deadly Explosion and a Feared Admiral Changed the Course of Nuclear
History giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical
thinking that could it useful in your day task. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

MaritzaBerry:

Reading a book can be one of alot of task that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book and so.
There are alot of reasons why people like it. First reading areserve will give you alot of new information.
When you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways to share
the information or maybe their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more imaginative. When
you studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
figuresdo it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
Atomic Americac How a Deadly Explosion and a Feared Admiral Changed the Course of Nuclear History,
you are able to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours reserve. Y our knowledge can inspire the
mediocre, make them reading a e-book.

Paulette Preston:

Atomic America: How a Deadly Explosion and a Feared Admiral Changed the Course of Nuclear History
can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this



publication has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but nevertheless ddlivering the information. The article writer giving his’her effort to set every
word into pleasure arrangement in writing Atomic America: How a Deadly Explosion and a Feared Admiral
Changed the Course of Nuclear History but doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest as
well as based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can
certainly drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial considering.
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