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For nearly a hundred years, young women have competed for the title of Miss America—although what it
means to wear the crown and be our "ideal" has changed dramatically over time. The Miss America Pageant
began as a bathing beauty contest in 1920s Atlantic City, New Jersey, sponsored by businessmen trying to
extend the tourist season beyond Labor Day. In the post–World War II years, the pageant evolved into a
national coronation of an idealized "girl next door," as pretty and decorous as she was rarely likely to speak
her mind on issues of substance. Since the cultural upheavals of the 1960s, the pageant has struggled to find
a balance between beauty and brains as it tries to remain relevant to women who aspire to become leaders in
the community, not hot babes in swimsuits.

In Being Miss America, Kate Shindle interweaves an engrossing, witty memoir of her year as Miss America
1998 with a fascinating and insightful history of the pageant. She explores what it means to take on the
mantle of America's "ideal," especially considering the evolution of the American female identity since the
pageant's inception. Shindle profiles winners and organization leaders and recounts important moments in
the pageant's story, with a special focus on Miss America's iconoclasts, including Bess Myerson (1945), the
only Jewish Miss America; Yolande Betbeze (1951), who crusaded against the pageant's pinup image; and
Kaye Lani Rae Rafko (1987), a working-class woman from Michigan who wanted to merge her famous title
with her work as an oncology nurse. Shindle's own account of her work as an AIDS activist—and finding
ways to circumvent the "gown and crown" stereotypes of Miss America in order to talk honestly with high
school students about safer sex—illuminates both the challenges and the opportunities that keep young
women competing to become Miss America.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Fetter:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the guide entitled Being Miss America: Behind the Rhinestone Curtain
(Discovering America). Try to make the book Being Miss America: Behind the Rhinestone Curtain
(Discovering America) as your buddy. It means that it can to be your friend when you really feel alone and
beside that course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you
more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let's make new experience as
well as knowledge with this book.

Brenda Wright:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important normally. The book Being Miss America: Behind the Rhinestone
Curtain (Discovering America) had been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can
take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The publication Being Miss America: Behind the
Rhinestone Curtain (Discovering America) is not only giving you a lot more new information but also for
being your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your
book. Try to make relationship while using book Being Miss America: Behind the Rhinestone Curtain
(Discovering America). You never truly feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Christopher Forney:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or details even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to an individual is
you don't know what one you should start with. This Being Miss America: Behind the Rhinestone Curtain
(Discovering America) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves
what you want and wish in this era.

Gigi Brown:

The reason? Because this Being Miss America: Behind the Rhinestone Curtain (Discovering America) is an
unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will shock you with
the secret the item inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such
incredible way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the
meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it.
This amazing book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have such as help improving your
expertise and your critical thinking means. So , still want to delay having that book? If I had been you I will



go to the publication store hurriedly.
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