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On April 4, 1864, Abraham Lincoln made a shocking admission about his presidency during the Civil War.
"I claim not to have controlled events," he wrote in a letter, "but confess plainly that events have controlled
me." Lincoln's words carry an invaluable lesson for wartime presidents, writes Andrew J. Polsky in this
seminal book. As Polsky shows, when commanders-in-chief do try to control wartime events, more often
than not they fail utterly.

In Elusive Victories, Polsky provides a fascinating study of six wartime presidents, drawing larger lessons
about the limits of the power of the White House during armed conflict. He examines, in turn, Lincoln,
Woodrow Wilson, Franklin D. Roosevelt, Lyndon Johnson, Richard Nixon, George W. Bush, and Barack
Obama, showing how each gravely overestimated his power as commander-in-chief. In each case, these
presidents' resources did not match the key challenges that recur from war to war. Both Lincoln and Johnson
intervened in military operations, giving orders to specific units; yet both struggled with the rising
unpopularity of their conflicts. Both Wilson and Bush entered hostilities with idealistic agendas for the
aftermath, yet found themselves helpless to enact them. With insight and clarity, Polsky identifies
overarching issues that will inform current and future policymakers. The single most important dynamic, he
writes, is the erosion of a president's freedom of action. Each decision propels him down a path from which
he cannot turn back. When George W. Bush rejected the idea of invading Iraq with 400,000 troops, he could
not send such a force two years later as the insurgency spread. In the final chapter, Polsky examines Barack
Obama's options in light of these conclusions, and considers how the experiences of the past might inform
the world we face now.

Elusive Victories is the first book to provide a comprehensive account of presidential leadership during
wartime, highlighting the key dangers that presidents have ignored at their peril.
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From reader reviews:

Abel Graham:

This book untitled Elusive Victories: The American Presidency at War to be one of several books in which
best seller in this year, this is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You
will easily to buy this specific book in the book retailer or you can order it by way of online. The publisher
with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this book in
your Smart phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this reserve from your list.

Colleen Holden:

The book Elusive Victories: The American Presidency at War will bring that you the new experience of
reading some sort of book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to
learn, this book very appropriate to you. The book Elusive Victories: The American Presidency at War is
much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can more
readily to read the book.

Jared Williams:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or their
friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or maybe playing
video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read some
sort of book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent 24 hours a day to
reading a guide. The book Elusive Victories: The American Presidency at War it is rather good to read.
There are a lot of people that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. If you did not
have enough space bringing this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this
book from the smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book offers high quality.

Betty Serrano:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specially book
entitled Elusive Victories: The American Presidency at War your mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will end up your mind
friends. Imaging every word written in a guide then become one web form conclusion and explanation that
will maybe you never get previous to. The Elusive Victories: The American Presidency at War giving you
another experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful info for your better life
on this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will be
pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this
extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?
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