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What is it about certain books that makes them bestsellers? Why do some of these books remain popular for
centuries, and others fade gently into obscurity? And why is it that when scholars do turn their attention to
bestsellers, they seem only to be interested in the same handful of blockbusters, when so many books that
were once immensely popular remain under-examined?

Addressing those and other equally pressing questions about popular literature, Must Read is the first
scholarly collection to offer both a survey of the evolution of American bestsellers as well as critical readings
of some of the key texts that have shaped the American imagination since the nation’s founding.

Focusing on a mix of enduring and forgotten bestsellers, the essays in this collection consider 18th and 19th
century works, like Charlotte Temple or Ben-Hur, that were once considered epochal but are now virtually
ignored; 20th century favorites such as The Sheik and Peyton Place; and 21st century blockbusters including
the novels of Nicholas Sparks, The Kite Runner, and The Da Vinci Code.
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From reader reviews:

Helen Wright:

The book Must Read: Rediscovering American Bestsellers can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. Why must we leave the great thing like a book Must Read: Rediscovering American
Bestsellers? Several of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that book can give many
data for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or
information that you take for that, you can give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Must
Read: Rediscovering American Bestsellers has simple shape however, you know: it has great and large
function for you. You can search the enormous world by open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Anthony Moss:

The book with title Must Read: Rediscovering American Bestsellers includes a lot of information that you
can study it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. That book exist new expertise the
information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to
know how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you with new era of the glowbal
growth. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Minnie Weiner:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its cover may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer can be Must Read: Rediscovering American Bestsellers why because
the great cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or
content is definitely fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to
pick up this book.

Christopher Rangel:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just lying
down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Must Read: Rediscovering American Bestsellers
can be the response, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your time by
reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?
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