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This book by one of our most admired and influential medievalists offers a fundamental reconception of the
person generally assumed to be the first woman writer in French, the author known as Marie de France. The
Anonymous Marie de France is the first work to consider al of the writing ascribed to Marie, including her
famous Lais, her 103 animal fables, and the earliest vernacular Saint Patrick's Purgatory.

Evidence about Marie de France's life is so meager that we know next to nothing about her-not where she
was born and to what rank, who her parents were, whether she was married or single, where she lived and
might have traveled, whether she dwelled in cloister or at court, nor whether in England or France. In the
face of this great writer's near anonymity, scholars have assumed her to be a simple, naive, and modest
Christian figure. Bloch's claim, in contrast, isthat Marie is among the most self-conscious, sophisticated,
complicated, and disturbing figures of her time-the Joyce of the twelfth century. At a moment of great
historical turning, the so-called Renaissance of the twelfth century, Marie was both a disrupter of prevailing
cultural values and afounder of new ones. Her works, Bloch argues, reveal an author obsessed by writing, by
memory, and by trandation, and acutely aware not only of her role in the preservation of cultural memory,
but of the transforming psychological, social, and political effects of writing within an oral tradition.

Marie'sintervention liesin her obsession with the performative capacities of literature and in her acute
awareness of the role of the subject in interpreting his or her own world. According to Bloch, Marie develops
atheology of language in the Lais, which emphasize the impossibility of living in the flesh along with a
social vision of feudalism in decline. She elaborates an ethics of language in the Fables, which, within the
context of the court of Henry |1, frame and form the urban values and legal ingtitutions of the Anglo-Norman
world. And in her Espurgatoire, she produces a startling examination of the afterlife which Bloch links to the
English conquest and occupation of medieval Ireland.

With a penetrating glimpse into works such as these, The Anonymous Marie de France recovers the central
achievements of one of the most pivotal figuresin French literature. It is a study that will be of enormous
value to medievalists, literary scholars, historians of France, and anyone interested in the advent of female
authorship.
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From reader reviews:
James Bass:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite guide and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled The Anonymous Marie de France. Try to face the book The
Anonymous Marie de France as your pal. It meansthat it can to be your friend when you experience alone
and beside that of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The
book makes you more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , et me make
new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Joe Dix:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at this
point, people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular
crowded place and notice simply by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it
for awhileisreading. Y ep, by reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to
endure than other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you that The
Anonymous Marie de France book as starter and daily reading book. Why, because this book is usually more
than just a book.

James M cFarland:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its protect may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic asin
the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer could be The Anonymous Marie de France why because the
fantastic cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or
content is definitely fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly assist you
to pick up this book.

Regina Wingler:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This specific book The Anonymous Marie de France was colorful
and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book The Anonymous Marie de France has many
kinds or variety. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read
and think you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it can
make you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like
reading which.
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