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Essay from the year 2007 in the subject American Studies - Literature, grade: 1,7, Queen's University
Belfast, 9 entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: This essay focuses on three American
literary works of the 19th century: Nathaniel HAWTHORNE' s famous novel The Scarlet Letter was
published in 1850, Herman MELVILLE’s short story Benito Cereno in 1855, and Mark TWAIN’s

Pudd’ nhead Wilson between 1893 and 1894. While the younger works Benito Cereno and Pudd’ nhead
Wilson are obviously concerned with the interrelation of blacks and whites, as well as with slavery and its
effects on the American society, The Scarlet Letter primarily deals with the Puritan way of life and the law
system in New England. Although a direct comparison of the three works seems to be problematical dueto
their different subject matters, the essay will figure out how crime and punishment is depicted in their
broader frame.

HAWTHORNE's Scarlet Letter is set in the 17th century in Salem, Massachusetts — the stronghold of New
England’ s Puritanism. The main character of the novel, Hester Prynne, is mother of an illegitimate child
(Pearl) and thus a sinner that, according to the strict Puritan laws, has to be ostracised and punished. Her
actual punishment is determined by the town’s magistracy and consists in the duty to carry a scarlet letter A
on her clothes. The adulteressis aso presented to an assembly of townspeople on the scaffold of the pillory.
Midst of the crowd that is mocking the sinner is Hester’ s missed husband — Roger Prynne — as well asthe
person whom she committed adultery with — the Reverend Arthur Dimmesdale. Ironically enough,
Dimmesdale is regarded as an extraordinary exemplary Puritan priest by both, the townspeople and the
town’s magistracy . His guilt remains undiscovered until the end of the novel.

Roger Prynneis astranger at the beginning, who unexpectedly appears at the market-place out of the
wilderness . When Hester spots him on the scaffold, he signalises her not to reveal hisidentity as her
husband and starts an indirect inquiry about her, trying to figure out why sheis set up to public shame. A
townsman congratul ates the newcomer to be back in civilisation after being “awanderer sorely against [his]
own will” and explains what had happened in town and why Hester Prynne is punished on the scaffold.
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From reader reviews:
Karen Bédll:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
usto learn everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or maybe goal; it means that publication
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are reading whatever
they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem aswell as
exercise. Well, probably you will want this The Relationship between Crime and Punishment in 19th
Century American Writing.

Melody Grissom:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Y eah, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare timeto take a
move, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed The Relationship
between Crime and Punishment in 19th Century American Writing? Maybe it is being best activity for you.
Y ou understand beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can wiser than
before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Joan Green:

Book is usualy written, printed, or highlighted for everything. Y ou can know everything you want by a
reserve. Book has adifferent type. Aswe know that book isimportant issue to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A publication The Relationship between
Crime and Punishment in 19th Century American Writing will make you to possibly be smarter. Y ou can
feel considerably more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think which
open or reading any book make you bored. It isfar from make you fun. Why they could be thought like that?
Have you searching for best book or appropriate book with you?

Caroline Edwards:

Here thing why this kind of The Relationship between Crime and Punishment in 19th Century American
Writing are different and trusted to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good however it dependsin the
content from it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. The Relationship between Crime and
Punishment in 19th Century American Writing giving you information deeper since different ways, you can
find any book out there but there is no book that similar with The Relationship between Crime and
Punishment in 19th Century American Writing. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your
current eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you.
You can easily bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your technique home by train. For anyone who
is having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of The Relationship between Crime and



Punishment in 19th Century American Writing in e-book can be your choice.
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