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This book investigates the changes that affected vowel length during the development of Latin into the
Romance languages and dialects. In Latin, vowel length was contrastive (e.g. pila'bal’ vs. pila'pil€, like
English bit vs. beat), but no modern Romance language has retained that same contrast. However, many non-
standard Romance dialects (as well as French, up to the early 20th century) have developed novel vowel
length

contrasts, which are investigated in detail here.

Unlike previous studies of this phenomenon, this book combines detailed historical evidence spanning three
millennia (as attested by extant texts) with extensive data from present-day Romance varieties collected from
first-hand fieldwork, which are subjected to both phonological and experimental phonetic analysis. Professor
Loporcaro puts forward a detailed account of the loss of contrastive vowel length in late Latin, showing that
this happened through the establishment of a process which

lengthened all stressed vowelsin open syllables, asin modern Italian casa['ka:sa]. His analysis has
implications for many of the most widely-debated issues relating to the origin of novel vowel length
contrasts in Romance, which are also shown to have been preserved to different degreesin different

areas. The detailed investigation of the rise and fall of vowel length in dozens of |esser-known (non-
standard) varietiesis crucia in understanding the development of this aspect of Romance historical
phonology, and will be of interest not only to researchers and students in comparative Romance linguistics,
but also, more generally, to phonologists and those interested in historical linguistics beyond the Latin-
Romance language family.
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From reader reviews:
Patricia Ables:

What do you think about book? It isjust for students because they're still students or it for all peoplein the
world, what best subject for that? Just ssimply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
would like do that. Y ou must know how great and aso important the book Vowel Length From Latin to
Romance (Oxford Studiesin Diachronic and Historical Linguistics). All type of book would you see on
many methods. Y ou can look for the internet options or other social media.

Marvin Boyer:

ThisVowel Length From Latin to Romance (Oxford Studies in Diachronic and Historical Linguistics) book
is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the world isin your hands. The benefit you will get by
reading this book is information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper
an individual read alot of information you will get. ThisVowel Length From Latin to Romance (Oxford
Studies in Diachronic and Historical Linguistics) without we understand teach the one who examining it
become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't always be worry Vowel Length From Latin to Romance
(Oxford Studies in Diachronic and Historical Linguistics) can bring whenever you are and not make your
case space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even cell phone. This
Vowel Length From Latin to Romance (Oxford Studies in Diachronic and Historical Linguistics) having fine
arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Helen Woodson:

People livein this new morning of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extratime or they will get wide
range of stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not only arobot. Then we question again, what kind of activity
have you got when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, typically the book you
have read isusually Vowel Length From Latin to Romance (Oxford Studies in Diachronic and Historical
Linguistics).

Joshua Atkins:

This Vowel Length From Latin to Romance (Oxford Studiesin Diachronic and Historical Linguistics) is
great publication for you because the content which can be full of information for you who have always deal
with world and possess to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it facts accurately using
great manage word or we can declare no rambling sentences insideit. So if you are read the item hurriedly
you can have whole datain it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but difficult core
information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Vowel Length From Latin to Romance (Oxford



Studiesin Diachronic and Historical Linguistics) in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm,
information init is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no publication that offer you world with ten or fifteen
tiny right but this publication already do that. So, thisis good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. active do
you still doubt this?
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