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America is becoming a container landscape of big boxes connected by highways. When a big box store
upsizes to an even bigger box "supercenter" down the road, it leaves behind more than the vacant shell of a
retail operation; it leaves behind a changed landscape that can't be changed back. Acres of land have been
paved around it. Highway traffic comes to it; local roads end at it. With thousands of empty big box stores
spread across America, these vistas have become a dominant feature of the American landscape. In Big Box
Reuse, Julia Christensen shows us how ten communities have addressed this problem, turning vacated Wal-
Marts and Kmarts into something else: a church, a library, a school, a medical center, a courthouse, a
recreation center, a museum, or other more civic-minded structures. In each case, what was once a shopping
destination becomes a center of community life. Christensen crisscrossed America identifying these projects,
then photographed, videotaped, and interviewed the people involved. The first-person accounts and color
photographs of Big Box Reuse reveal the hidden stories behind the transformation of these facades into
gateways of community life. Whether a big box store becomes a "Senior Resource Center" or a museum
devoted to Spam (the kind that comes in a can), each renovation displays a community's resourcefulness and
creativity--but also raises questions about how big box buildings affect the lives of communities. What does
it mean for us and for the future of America if the spaces of commerce built by a few monolithic
corporations become the sites where education, medicine, religion, and culture are dispensed wholesale to
the populace?
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From reader reviews:

Connie Bannister:

The book Big Box Reuse (MIT Press) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information
about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a very important thing like a book Big Box Reuse
(MIT Press)? A number of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim which book can give
many details for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge
or data that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Big Box
Reuse (MIT Press) has simple shape but you know: it has great and big function for you. You can look the
enormous world by start and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Kathy Hunnicutt:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to
beach, or picnic inside park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to
something different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to
fill your totally free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should
read. If you want to consider look for book, may be the publication untitled Big Box Reuse (MIT Press) can
be great book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Gary Williams:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer may be Big Box Reuse (MIT Press) why because the wonderful cover that
make you consider about the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is fantastic as
the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Dianna Weaver:

This Big Box Reuse (MIT Press) is new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information
mainly because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you
know or perhaps you who still having little digest in reading this Big Box Reuse (MIT Press) can be the light
food in your case because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get through anyone. These
books build itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book web form. People who
think that in e-book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is not any in
reading a reserve especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a person.
So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book variety for your better life and knowledge.
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