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In Lebanon, religious parties such as Hezbollah play a critical role in providing health care, food, poverty
relief, and other social welfare services alongside or in the absence of government efforts. Some parties
distribute goods and services broadly, even to members of other parties or other faiths, while others allocate
services more narrowly to their own base. In Compassionate Communalism, Melani Cammett analyzes the
political logics of sectarianism through the lens of social welfare. On the basis of years of research into the
varying welfare distribution strategies of Christian, Shia Muslim, and Sunni Muslim political parties in
Lebanon, Cammett shows how and why sectarian groups deploy welfare benefits for such varied goals as
attracting marginal voters, solidifying intraconfessional support, mobilizing mass support, and supporting
militia fighters.

Cammett then extends her arguments with novel evidence from the Sadrist movement in post-Saddam Iraq
and the Bharatiya Janata Party in contemporary India, other places where religious and ethnic organizations
provide welfare as part of their efforts to build political support. Nonstate welfare performs a critical function
in the absence of capable state institutions, Cammett finds, but it comes at a price: creating or deepening
social divisions, sustaining rival visions of the polity, or introducing new levels of social inequality.

Compassionate Communalism is informed by Cammett’s use of many methods of data collection and
analysis, including Geographic Information Systems (GIS) analysis of the location of hospitals and of
religious communities; a large national survey of Lebanese citizens regarding access to social welfare;
standardized open-ended interviews with representatives from political parties, religious charities, NGOs,
and government ministries, as well as local academics and journalists; large-scale proxy interviewing of
welfare beneficiaries conducted by trained Lebanese graduate students matched with coreligionist
respondents; archival research; and field visits to schools, hospitals, clinics, and other social assistance
programs as well as political party offices throughout the country.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Bedwell:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare
time to take a move, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or read a book eligible
Compassionate Communalism: Welfare and Sectarianism in Lebanon? Maybe it is to get best activity for
you. You know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do
you agree with their opinion or you have additional opinion?

Andrew Hall:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title Compassionate
Communalism: Welfare and Sectarianism in Lebanon suitable to you? The actual book was written by
popular writer in this era. The book untitled Compassionate Communalism: Welfare and Sectarianism in
Lebanonis the one of several books which everyone read now. This book was inspired a lot of people in the
world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know prior to. The author
explained their concept in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this
reserve. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. So you can see the represented
of the world in this particular book.

Bradford Padgett:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new information.
When you read a reserve you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways to share
the information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
Compassionate Communalism: Welfare and Sectarianism in Lebanon, you may tells your family, friends
along with soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a publication.

Kerry Giles:

In this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you need to do
is just spending your time little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of several books in the
top listing in your reading list is Compassionate Communalism: Welfare and Sectarianism in Lebanon. This
book which can be qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in becoming precious person. By
looking right up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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