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On January 17, 1776, one week after Thomas Paine published his incendiary pamphlet Common Sense,
Connecticut minister Samuel Sherwood preached an equally patriotic sermon. "God Almighty, with all the
powers of heaven, are on our side," Sherwood said, voicing a sacred justification for war that Americans
would invoke repeatedly throughout the struggle for independence.

In Sacred Scripture, Sacred War, James Byrd offers the first comprehensive analysis of how American
revolutionaries defended their patriotic convictions through scripture. Byrd shows that the Bible was a key
text of the American Revolution. Indeed, many colonists saw the Bible as primarily a book about war. They
viewed God as not merely sanctioning violence but actively participating in combat, playing a decisive role
on the battlefield. When war came, preachers and patriots alike turned to scripture not only for solace but for
exhortations to fight. Such scripture helped amateur soldiers overcome their natural aversion to killing,
conferred on those who died for the Revolution the halo of martyrdom, and gave Americans a sense of the
divine providence of their cause. Many histories of the Revolution have noted the connection between
religion and war, but Sacred Scripture, Sacred War is the first to provide a detailed analysis of specific
biblical texts and how they were used, especially in making the patriotic case for war. Combing through
more than 500 wartime sources, which include more than 17,000 biblical citations, Byrd shows precisely
how the Bible shaped American war, and how war in turn shaped Americans' view of the Bible.

Brilliantly researched and cogently argued, Sacred Scripture, Sacred War sheds new light on the American
Revolution.
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From reader reviews:

Alicia Mendes:

Here thing why this specific Sacred Scripture, Sacred War: The Bible and the American Revolution are
different and reliable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content
of it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Sacred Scripture, Sacred War: The Bible and the
American Revolution giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any reserve out
there but there is no publication that similar with Sacred Scripture, Sacred War: The Bible and the American
Revolution. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that
happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in
area, café, or even in your way home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book
maybe the form of Sacred Scripture, Sacred War: The Bible and the American Revolution in e-book can be
your alternate.

Roxanne Jimenez:

Now a day people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more
to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Sacred Scripture, Sacred War:
The Bible and the American Revolution book since this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course
the info in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Tammy Kovar:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book Sacred Scripture, Sacred War: The Bible and the American
Revolution was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Sacred Scripture,
Sacred War: The Bible and the American Revolution has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until young
adults. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. So ,
not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose
the best book for you personally and try to like reading this.

Sandra Mendoza:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit or real their
passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs.
As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Sacred Scripture, Sacred War: The Bible and the American Revolution can make



you sense more interested to read.
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