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Seminar paper from the year 2008 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Culture and
Applied Geography, grade: 2,0, Humboldt-University of Berlin (Department of English and American
Studies), course: The Politics of English as a Global Language, 19 entries in the bibliography, language:
English, abstract: Before one can start discussing the language policy of South Africa, it is important to stress
its diversity of language and culture groups. Around 25 languages are used in South Africa by more than
44.8 million people. That is the result of the influx of various groups of people to that region over the last
centuries, meaning not only the by the African themselves, but also by people from Europe (Portuguese,
Dutch, French, Germans, and British) and also from the East (Malaysia, Indonesia and India). Nevertheless,
the majority of South Africans, almost 80% of the population, use an African language as their home
language. The language situation in South Africa hasfor a long time been, and still is, quite difficult. Here,
the indigenous languages of the South African people met with the European languages of the colonists,
intermixed and coexisted with the many languages that were already spoken as mother tongues or as first
languages. Like in many other former colonies, the European languages had then been used by those who
held political power, and who considered the African languages as inferior. Both the European (English and
Afrikaans) and the African languages were therefore distinguished into two varieties of prestige and referred
to as H (high) or L (low) languages. [...] However, until today, the linguistic situation in South Africa is still
quite difficult. Especially the use of English is a problematic one. Therefore this paper intends to give an
overview of the politics of English in South Africa. Even though this paper wants to concentrate on the
current status of English in South Africa, it is necessary to make a digression into the language policy of the
country first, and to explain its varieties to British English. Moreover, it is important to allude to the history
of the use of the English language in South Africa, in order to fully understand why it is so controversially
debated, and why English is seen as a bearer of hope for many black people on the one hand, but has failed
to fulfil these dreams on the other.
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From reader reviews:

George Clark:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get a lot
of information that may give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire all their reader with their
story as well as their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their skill in
writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of them is this The politics of
English in South Africa.

Leona Ferretti:

The book untitled The politics of English in South Africa contain a lot of information on it. The writer
explains the woman idea with easy way. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do not worry,
you can easy to read the item. The book was compiled by famous author. The author will bring you in the
new time of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can continue reading your smart
phone, or device, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you
can available their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice read.

Allison Walters:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The politics of English in
South Africa can be the response, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are so out of date, spending
your extra time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications
have than the others?

Carol Williams:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but novel and The politics of English in South Africa or perhaps
others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel would like to
read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those books are
helping them to add their knowledge. In some other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes The
politics of English in South Africa to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like
this.
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