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Seminar paper from the year 2007 in the subject American Studies - Literature, grade: 2,0, Martin Luther
University, language: English, abstract: “ The Lost Generation” is a term which encompasses a broad range
of American authors who were born around 1900. Amongst those litterateurs are many who are said to be
among the most influential and important writersin the history of American letters. This term paper shall
examine what historical circumstances constituted the “ common adventures’ and “common attitudes” of that
generation as reflected in Fitzgerald’ s novel The Great Gatsby.

Theterm “The Lost Generation” was given by Gertrude Stein, an authoress of note and contemporary of

both Fitzgerald and Hemingway, who used her quotation: “you are al alost generation,” as the epigraph for
his novel The Sun Also Rises. What is meant by the attribute “lost” ? Why was this dismal term applied to the
young adults of the 1920s — an era of prosperity and freedom in America? How did Fitzgerald depict this
“lost” world in The Great Gatsby, with respect to material abundance on the one hand versus spiritual
poverty on the other?

The zeitgeist of an erainevitably shapes the human beings who live in it: how they act, what they look like,
and what they think the meaning of their livesin particular and humanity in general might be. Therefore, it is
necessary to explore the 1920sin Americain order to understand fully the meaning Fitzgerald communicates
in The Great Gatsby.

This paper will therefore investigate several characteristics of the decade which are relevant for the
interpretation of the novel. The parameters to be surveyed are: society in general; the materialism, wealth
and industrialization which created that society; Prohibition as one of the most significant elements of the
20s; the faltering faith in God (as but one example of the failure of institutions that were supposed to be a
refuge for human beings); and the loss of faith in the American dream and other treasured ideals. These
issues will be analyzed in consideration of The Great Gatsby and the question of how Fitzgerald uses them as
tropes for hissocia criticism of the so called Jazz Age.

The paper will be based on a number of monographs and anthol ogies dealing with the major American
writers and literature of the 1920s as well as the historical context that shaped their literary vision. The
particular focus will be on Fitzgerald’s seminal novel, The Great Gatsby, as it incorporates and inflects the
major historical and literary themes of itstime.
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From reader reviews:
Katherine Belcher:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
by means of surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated it for awhileisreading.
Y eah, by reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific The Roaring Twenties - Historical
Circumstances of "The Great Gatsby" book as beginning and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is
more than just a book.

Margie Sutton:

Here thing why thiskind of The Roaring Twenties - Historical Circumstances of "The Great Gatsby" are
different and reliable to be yours. First of al reading through a book is good nevertheless it dependsin the
content from it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. The Roaring Twenties - Historical
Circumstances of "The Great Gatsby" giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any
publication out there but there is no guide that similar with The Roaring Twenties - Historical Circumstances
of "The Great Gatsby". It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your own personal eyes about
the thing which happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. Y ou can easily bring
everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your method home by train. If you are having difficultiesin
bringing the paper book maybe the form of The Roaring Twenties - Historical Circumstances of "The Great
Gatsby" in e-book can be your alternate.

Shirley Jones:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
areride on and with addition details. Even you love The Roaring Twenties - Historical Circumstances of
"The Great Gatsby", you could enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still desireto missit? What
kind of hang-out typeisit? Oh seriously its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on
its called reading friends.

Vicki Escalante:

The Roaring Twenties - Historical Circumstances of "The Great Gatsby" can be one of your starter books
that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that can
increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the
information. The article author giving his/her effort to place every word into delight arrangement in writing
The Roaring Twenties - Historical Circumstances of "The Great Gatsby" yet doesn't forget the main point,



giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one among it. This
great information could drawn you into fresh stage of crucial contemplating.
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